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“The book is a pot of science 
and civilization, culture and 
knowledge, literature and the arts, 
and nations are not measured by 
material wealth only, but by their 
cultural authenticity.” 
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The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan



Submissions open for four months every year 
from May until October

Phase 1 evaluation of books (reading panel)

Announcement of Longlists

Phase 2 evaluation of books (panel of Judges)

Announcement of Shortlists

Announcement of Winners

Award Presentation Ceremony 

Phase 3 evaluation of books
(Scientific Committee reviews judges’ reports)

Phase 4 evaluation of books 
(Board of Trustees meets, evaluates scientific 
committee results and approves winners)

Process 
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Winners 
Selection
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The award is supervised by a Board of Trustees 
and a Scientific Committee that manage a 
rigorous award selection process.

Every year, the Scientific Committee appoints a 
group of distinguished regional and international 
literary figures [judges] who serve on nine 
separate selection committees, one for each 
award category.

There are 3 - 5 selection committee members 
[judges] per category, each of whom remain 
anonymous to maintain the independence and 
integrity of the selection process.

Each committee reviews all submitted works and 
submits its selections to the Scientific Committee.

Scientific Committee reviews and approves the 
panel’s suggestions, which are then officially 
endorsed by Board of Trustees, presided over by 
Sheikh Sultan Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan,
Sheikh Zayed Book Award Board of Trustees President.

The winners are announced ahead of the 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair,
culminating in a prestigious tribute ceremony
in April/May every year.

Selection
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Notes

The award of any category may be detained or withdrawn at the 
discretion of the Scientific Committee.

The committee is allowed to take any decision it sees fit.

Nominees are not entitled to object to the decisions of the Advisory 
Committee of the award.

1.

2.

3.
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General Terms

Re-submission for the same work is accepted if time condition is 
still valid. However, online registration should be completed and 
new copies of the work submitted. 

Submission is not accepted for more than one award each year.

The work must abide by the submissions terms of each award 
category listed on the award’s website. 

The submissions must be written in Arabic, except for books 
submitted in two categories; the Translation Award and the Arab 
Culture in Other Languages Award.

The work must be published in book format. However, works 
submitted for the Award of the publishing and distribution can be 
in digital format.

The work should have been published in the last two years.

The submitted work shouldn’t be previously awarded by an 
international/ prominent prize.

The submitted work should have contributed to the development 
of Arabic culture and should project high standards of authenticity 
and creativity.
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2.
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To submit your book, register online by visiting 
www.zayedaward.ae.

Nominees must send five copies of their book 
to the Award’s office: 
Sheikh Zayed Book Award 
Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre 
Department of Culture & Tourism - Abu Dhabi 
P.O. Box 7050, Abu Dhabi, UAE

Applicants will receive an email confirming 
the success of their submission upon sending 
the books.

Submission 
Process
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The applicant himself / herself

Cultural institutions, literary unions, and 
universities

Three prominent literary and cultural figures 
to nominate one candidate jointly.

However, the “Cultural Personality of the Year” 
Category nominations should be filled out and 
sent by any of the following groups: 
Three prominent figures in the cultural world, 
academic institutions, and literary or research 
entities. 

Candidates are allowed 
to be nominated for one 

category per award edition. 
Submissions are accepted 

from the following entities:

1.

2.

3.

Submissions



Literature

Represents works from the different literary forms of poetry, drama and 
prose, including novels, short stories, biographies, theatrical plays, 
travel literature, and many others.

5.

Literary and Art Criticism 

Covers works of criticism in the fields of art, cinema, music, theatrical 
plays, studies of image, architecture, sculpture, historical ruins, folkloric 
arts, and history of literature and theories.

6.

Arab Culture in Other Languages Recognises written works produced 
in English, Italian, German, French, Spanish or Russian, tackling the 
Arab civilisation and culture, including humanities, fine arts, literature 
(novels, short stories, poems) and history.

7.

Publishing and Technology 

Includes publishers, distributors, research institutions and cultural 
institutions, which promote culture through various forms of digital, 
visual and audio processes.

8.

Cultural Personality of the Year 

(Open to individuals and organisations) 
Honours a prominent Arab or international figure (or organisation) 
who has contributed to the advancement of Arabic culture, embodies 
through his/ her work tolerance and promotes peaceful coexistence.

9.
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Categories

Contribution to the Development of Nations 

Consists of books in the fields of economics, sociology, management, 
politics, law and theology that contribute to a nations advancement, 
whether theoretic review or documenting practice.

1.

Children’s and Adolescent Literature 

Covers literary, scientific and cultural books addressing various 
children’s groups and adolescents, whether fictional stories or simplified 
factual historical and scientific narratives, put in an artistic layout.

2.

Young Author  

Recognises works in science, literature, culture, fine arts and 
humanities, in addition to scientific theses that are published, produced 
by authors younger than 40 years.

3.

Translation

Recognises translated works, either to or from Arabic, provided it 
maintains loyalty to original source, has linguistic accuracy and 
maintains context.

4.



Honour intellectuals, researchers, and writers, who have made 
significant contributions in literature, social sciences and the 
culture and knowledge of the modern age.

Honour prominent figures who have made outstanding 
achievements at a regional and international level, and inform 
readers about them in the context of creativity and innovative thought.

Appreciate the immense cultural role of translators who enrich 
culture, promote dialogue between civilisations, and bring nations 
together.

Encourage creativity in the young, and motivate them to research, 
and create a spirit of positive competition in this vital sector that 
represents the nation’s present and future.

Honour institutions, commissions, research centres and Arab 
and international publishing houses that represent an inventive 
cultural project that caters for creativity, and promote the human 
values of dialogue and tolerance.

Encourage children’s and adolescent literature, which seeks to 
develop this important segment of society, and their aesthetic taste, 
and constructs their cultural identity on the foundation of creative 
interaction between the past and present.

Recognise the work of non-Arab authors and researchers who 
promote Arab culture through writing in their own languages.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Objectives
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The foundation of the Award was laid out in memory of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, ruler of Abu Dhabi and President 
of the UAE, and his pioneering role in national unity and the country’s 
development. It is presented every year to outstanding Arab writers, 
intellectuals, publishers as well as young talents whose writings and 
translations of humanities have scholarly and objectively enriched Arab 
cultural, literary and social life. 

The Sheikh Zayed Book Award at the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre, 
is an independent cultural award administered by the
Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi, with a total monetary 
value of AED 7 million.

Introduction



It was the late Sheikh Zayed who laid the groundwork for 
a proper educational system in the country, with a huge 
base of schools, universities and academic institutions 
that serves the community; that is in addition to the 
numerous media establishments, from local newspapers, 
to magazines, periodical publications, radio and television.

He turned the UAE into a cultural hub, hosting a colourful 
selection of cultural festivals, summits, and conferences, 
joining nations in a harmonious unified dialogue.

With his sound leadership and wisdom, the United Arab 
Emirates has gone a long way, not only in preserving 
its national identity and cultural values but also in 
reinforcing the role of national culture in enriching 
tomorrow’s global cultural environment.

Today, the legacy continues with His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE,
whose shrewd guidance is driving unprecedented
development in the country.

Zayed and the 
Growing Cultural 
Scene in the UAE

The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan has always given particular 
attention to culture, science and the book industry as a whole, deeply 
rooted in his belief that those elements are what defines a nation and 
drives its development. To him, culture and education were the generators 
of knowledge, the stepping stone towards encircling the world, and the 
foundation on which a community constructs its future.
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