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LITERATURE 

Bensalem 
Himmich 

Morocco

‘The Self - Between Existence and Creation’ 
published by Le Centre Culturel Du Livre, 
Casablanca (2018) 

About the Author
Bensalem Himmich is an intellectual and author, and the 
former Minister of Culture for Morocco. He attained his PhD 
in Philosophy from the University of Paris. Writing in both 
Arabic and French, some of his novels have been translated 
into several other languages. The Writers’ Union of Egypt chose 
Himmich’s novel Majnoun Al Hukm as one of the 100 best 
novels of the 20th Century, and another novel, Mu’athibati, was 
shortlisted for the Arab Booker International Award. Himmich 
has spoken at several Arab, European and American forums, 
and received the grand award of the French Academy of 
Toulouse in 2011. 

About the Book
The Self - Between Existence and Creation is an autobiography 
in which Himmich offers glimpses into his life as a novelist and 
writer, discussing the intellectual stances he has embodied 
throughout his various stages of writing. Himmich’s book 
asserts the close connection between ‘existence’, a term 
impacted by philosophy, and ‘creation’, which is the path taken 
by oneself in struggles against various cultural and existential 
matters. The Self - Between Existence and Creation brings 
together creative dimensions fed by an author’s technical 
expertise and the debating nature acquired by a critical 
academic. The book carries a depth of knowledge and culture 
that commands several readings and interaction with its 
content. 



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 

Hussain  
Almutawaa 

Kuwait

‘I Dream of Being a Concrete Mixer’ 
published by Al Hadaek Group, Beirut (2018) 

About the Author
Hussain Almutawaa is a Kuwaiti writer and photographer born 
in 1989. He attained a Bachelor’s degree in Literature and 
Criticism from the College of Arabic Language at the University 
of Kuwait, minoring in Philosophy. Almutawaa started his 
literary career as a poet in 2009, and has participated in many 
poetry events and festivals. In 2015, he began writing short 
stories and won first place in the ‘University Poet and Story 
Teller’ category at the University of Kuwait. Almutawaa then 
moved on to novels, publishing his first, Turab, at the end of 
2017, and his children’s novel, I Dream of Being a Concrete 
Mixer, in 2018.

About the Book
The narrative of I Dream of Being a Concrete Mixer cleverly 
delves into questions of destruction and rebuilding, through 
the story of Haddam, who hopes to become a cement 
mixer. Between wishes and reality, stories, paradoxes and 
transformations, this book is beautifully written, with many 
twists and turns. 



LITERARY AND 
ART CRITICISM 

Dr. Charbel 
Dagher 

Lebanon

‘Contemporary Arabic Poetry: The Prose’ 
published by Al Maaref Forum, Beirut (2018) 

About the Author
Dr. Charbel Dagher is a Lebanese scholar and a Professor at the 
University of Balamand holding two PhDs, in Modern Arabic 
Literature and Art History and Philosophy. He has written over 
60 books in both Arabic and French, including Arabic and 
Urbanism: the Relationship between Revolution, Culturalism 
and Modernity, published by Dar Al Nahar and University of 
Balamand in 2009, and Contemporary Arabic Poetry: The Prose, 
published by Al Maaref Forum in 2018.

About the Book
In Contemporary Arabic Poetry: The Prose, the author 
studies the prose poem in terms of its evolution and general 
characteristics though the work of Mohammad Al Maghout 
and Unsi Al Haj. The book presents the difficulty of studying 
prose poetry, as the art form does not have an analytical 
perspective that is suitable to its nature and structure.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES 

Prof. Philip 
F. Kennedy  

United Kingdom

‘Recognition in the Arabic Narrative 
Tradition’ published by Edinburgh University 
Press, Edinburgh (2016)

About the Author
Philip F. Kennedy is a British academic and researcher 
specialising in Middle Eastern and Islamic studies. He holds 
a PhD in Classic Arabic Poetry and a Masters in Middle East 
Studies. He is currently working on a book called Islamic 
Projections, a study of narrative knowledge focusing on  
the Medieval Period.

About the Book
Recognition in the Arabic Narrative Tradition studies the 
moment of revelation and its impact on Arabic narrative texts. 
In this book, Kennedy discusses a Quran verse and Prophet 
Mohammad’s stories. It also discusses Al Tanoukhi’s Al Faraj 
baad Al Shiddah stories and Maqamat Al Hariri, and traces the 
concept of revelation in various texts in a clear and vibrant 
comparative study.



YOUNG 
AUTHOR 

Dr. 
Abderrezak 
Belagrouz 
Algeria

‘The Essence of Values and the Freedom of 
Social Concepts’ published by The Arabian 
Establishment for Thought and Innovation, 
Rabat (2017)

About the Author
Dr. Abderrezak Belagrouz is an Algerian scholar holding a 
PhD in the Science and Philosophy of Values and Knowledge, 
and currently lectures in the Department of Philosophy at 
Staif-2 University in Algeria. He is also an expert judge and 
member of the scientific committee of the Algerian Society of 
Philosophical Studies. Dr. Belagrouz has authored several books, 
including Transformations of Modern Philosophical Thinking: 
Questions on Concept, Meaning and Connection, published 
by Al Maaref Forum, Beirut in 2018 and For Knowledge: 
Honest Discussion with Self and Books, published by Al Watan 
Publications, Algeria in 2017.

About the Book
The Essence of Values and the Freedom of Social Concepts 
offers a philosophical study on the deriving of related concepts 
and values, specifically the concept of the mind and its 
evolution based on methodical philosophical comparisons. 
It attempts to emancipate the mind from narrow and rigid 
scientific mathematical calculations and explore the wide open 
spaces of spiritual, moral and emotional values. Showcasing 
the author’s skill in philosophical matters, manifested through 
major breakthroughs in European philosophical concepts 
of the evolution of the mind, the study is written clearly and 
meticulously in a neat scientific style.



PUBLISHING 
AND 
TECHNOLOGY

The Arab 
Centre for 
Geographic 
Literature - 
Irtiyad al-Afaq 

United Arab Emirates

The Arab Centre for Geographic Literature - Irtiyad al-Afaq is 
an independent, non-profit Arabic research centre established 
in 2000 by Emirati poet and author Mohammad bin Ahmad 
Al Suwaidi. Located in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, The 
Centre focuses on geography and travel literature, publishing 
well-known classic and modern travel texts authored by Arab 
writers, in addition to translations of accounts of journeys by 
foreign travellers to the Arab world. Among its achievements is 
the compiling of a comprehensive database of written voyages.

The Centre recently began looking into the publication of 
geographic journeys and studies dedicated to the United Arab 
Emirates, to bridge a clear gap of knowledge in this important 
literary field. The institution has also established the Ibn Battuta 
Geographic Literature Award, which is awarded to the best 
written, endorsed or translated books in its field. 



CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR

Professors 
Jaroslav and 
Suzanne 
Stetkevych 
United States of America 

Academics and Researchers
The central focus of the Stetkevyches’ research is Arabic poetry, 
a complex art form which utilises numerous metaphors 
and linguistic tools to convey a diverse range of cultural 
content. Their work presents a series of key studies that are 
demonstrative of the authors’ comprehensive knowledge of 
Arab literature, and display a critical understanding of poetry 
which underscores the very essence of Arabic poetic rhetoric.

The Stetkevyches have been able to make a positive global 
case for the reading of Arabic literature amongst Western 
researchers. They have reviewed the methods of reading 
Orientalism in Arabic poetry in a way that dealt with the Arab 
culture far from any centrality and in a spirit of research that is 
tolerant and free from prejudice.

With a significant number of both the Stetkevyches’ works 
having been translated into Arabic, the couple has made 
a considerable impact in generating creative interaction 
between Arab and non-Arab cultures.

About Jaroslav Stetkevych
Professor Jaroslav Stetkevych is Professor emeritus of Arabic 
Literature at the Department of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations at the University of Chicago and a Research 
Associate in the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies at 
Georgetown University, Washington D.C. He received his PhD 
in Arabic Literature in 1962 from Harvard University. His seminal 
works include The Zephyrs of Najd: The Poetics of Nostalgia in 
The Classical Arabic Nasib, which details the development of 
the literary Arabic language, as well as focusing on poetry in 
Arabic music. 

About Suzanne Stetkevych
Professor Suzanne Stetkevych is the Sultan Qaboos bin 
Said Professor of Arabic & Islamic Studies and Chair of the 
Department of Arabic & Islamic Studies at Georgetown 
University in Washington D.C. She is the Executive Editor of 
Brill Studies in Middle East Literatures, and sits on the board 
of the Journal of Arabic Literature. Stetkevych obtained a PhD 
from the University of Chicago in 1981, and is known for her 
important works on Arabic classical poetry from the pre-Islamic 
era to the neo-classical periods, which have been published 
in both English and Arabic. She has written several books, 
including Abu Tammam and the Poetics of the Abbasid Age.
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LITERATURE 

Khalil 
Sweileh 

Syria

‘Ikhtibar al-nadam’ (Remorse Test) published 
by Nofal- Hachette Antoine, Beirut (2017)

About the Author 
Khalil Sweileh was born in 1959, in the city of Hasaka, Syria. 
In addition to writing, he is an active journalist. His portfolio 
includes multiple works in poetry including “Prefaces”; “That 
was the scene”; “Tracing the marks”, in addition to numerous 
novels; “Stationer of Love”; “Express Mail”; “The Gazelle will come 
to you”’ and “The Barbarians’ Paradise”. Sweileh won a number of 
literary and journalism awards, including The Naguib Mahfouz 
Medal for Literature for his Novel “Stationer of Love” (2009) and 
the Arab Journalism Award (2010).

About the Book
‘Ikhtibar al-nadam’ (Remorse Test) by Syrian novelist Khalil 
Sweileh: The novel portrays an inward view of the Syrian Civil 
War tragedy; the author takes the reader on a trip around 
Damascus, trudging down the memory lanes and presenting 
the psychological conflicts amid the shattered reality of 
place and society – marking a new beginning in the Syrian 
Literature, with a unique use of narrative tools and vocabulary 
construction



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 

Hessa Al 
Muhairi 

UAE

‘’Al-dinoraf’ (the Dinoraf) published by Al 
Hudhud Publishing and Distribution, UAE 
(2017)

About the Author 
Hessa Al Muhairi holds a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education and a Double Master of Science in Education 
Management and Policy from Deakin Universtiy Australia; she 
has been working as a nursery teacher since her graduation. Al 
Muhairi participated in a lot of Children’s Literature Workshops 
and managed a number of training programs. She has two 
published books for children; ”Whose Footprints are These?; 
and “The Dinoraf

About the Book 
The story is set in the Animal Kingdom, where a dinosaur is 
out on a mission to find his parallel among the rest of animals. 
Throughout his journey, he gets to know the differences 
between the animals, which finally lead him to find his 
connection with the giraffe, hence becoming the “Dinoraf”, 
in a unique portrayal of the contemporary case of peaceful 
coexistence and mutual tolerance of cultural differences within 
the global society. The story is written in an aesthetic language 
that is beautiful, artistic & carefully crafted.



LITERARY AND 
ART CRITICISM 

Mohammad 
Mishbal 

Morocco

‘Fi Balaghat Al Hajjaj: nahwa balagha 
hajjajiyyah litahleel al khitab’ ), published by 
Kunouz Al Ma’refa Publishers, Amman (2017)

About the Author 
Mohammad Mishbal is a professor at Abdul-Malik al-Saadi 
University in Tétouan. He has numerous published works 
and is speiclaised in rhetoric and literary critique, including 
“Rhetorical Quotes in Assessment of Poetry” (1993); “A study 
of the Foundation of Arab Rhetoric” (2007); “Rhetoric and 
Narratives” (2010); and “The Rhetoric of Al Hajjaj: Towards a 
rhetoric inspired by Al Hajjaj in analyzing discourse” (2017). His 
portfolio also includes a number of translations, most recently 
co-translating the oxford Encyclopaedia of Rhetoric (2015). He 
heads the rhetoric team at the Faculty of Literature in Tétouan 
and manages its yearly publications.  

About the Book 
The book elaborates on Al Hajjaj connections to the rhetoric 
and discourse, analyzing the foundational strategies in ancient 
rhetoric up to present-day, in a well versed language, clear 
analysis and based on extensive bibliography.



TRANSLATION 

Néji 
Elounelli  

Tunisia

‘Natharayya ‘astiteeqyya’ (Ästhetische 
Theorie), published by Al-Jamal Publications, 
Beirut 2017

About the Author 
Dr. Néji Elounelli is the professor of Philosohpy at the Faculty 
of Literature and Humanities in Sfax, Tunisia. He holds a 
Habilitation Diploma and a Doctorate Degree in Philosophy in 
1997. He worked as a visiting Professor during his PhD studies 
at the Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen in Germany and 
won a scholarship from the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD). He is an active member of a number of 
local and international societies specialized in culture and 
philosophical studies. ELOUNELLI is fluent in French and 
German and Ancient Greek alongside his Arabic mother 
tongue. 

About the Book 
Translated from the German work of Philosopher Theodor W. 
Adorno, the book represents an authentic depiction from the 
German text that is considered a valued work in philosophy 
whose author is a prominent figure in the Frankfurt School of 
thought. The work investigates the theoretical paradigm of 
aesthetics that shifts the perspective from the traditional theory 
of knowledge to the critical philosophy in society.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES

Dag 
Nikolaus 
Hasse 
Germany 

“Success and Suppression: Arabic Sciences 
and Philosophy in the Renaissance”, 
Published by Harvard Press (2017)

About the Author 
A German Orientalist and a Historian of Philosophy, born in 
Bremen, Germany in 1969. He holds a Masters degree in Latin 
Philosophy of the Middle Ages & Renaissance and Arabic 
Studies from the University of Göttingen and a doctorate 
degree in Philosophy from London University, UK, in addition 
to the fellowship of a number of German and European 
Universities. His academic research interests focus on history of 
philosophy, and especially in Latin and Arabic Philosohpy and 
Sciences. He is the director of a number of Research Groups in 
Arabic-Latin linguistics and has numerous published books and 
research articles. Hasse works in the capacity of professor of 
Philosophy at University of Wurzburg, Germany since 2010.

About the Book
The book is a significant work of scholarship that fills in an 
important gap in modern knowledge: the fact that works 
in the Arabic Sciences and Philosophy played an important 
role in Western Renaissance Movement. Hasse monitors the 
influence of Arabic in the intellectual development, debates 
and controversies of the Renaissance.  The compendium of 
translated works is a unique inventory, and makes this book a 
pioneering work of bibliography and a landmark in the history 
of manuscript transmission. The text is meticulously detailed 
and definitive

@DFG/David Ausserhofer



YOUNG AUTHOR 

Ahmad Al 
Qarmalawi  

Egypt

‘Amtar Sayfiyyah’ (Summer Rains), published 
by Maktabat al-Dar al-Arabiyah lil-Kitab, 
Cairo (2017)

About the Author 
An Egyptian novelist and narrator, born in Cairo in 1978. He 
moved with his family to Kuwait in his early childhood, where 
he received his elementary and secondary education, until 
graduating from the International American School in 1996, 
achieving the top rank across all of GCC in IB. He moved back 
to Egypt to study Architecture in American University in Cairo, 
and later continued his post-graduate studies in University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland.

He has been active in creative writing since 2012, when he 
published his first work, a short stories collection entitled” The 
First of Abbas” during the Cairo Book Fair in 2013. He followed 
it with his first novel, “The last post” published in 2014 by Al Dar 
Al Masriah Al Lubnaniah. Al Qarmalawi published two more 
novels to date; “Destino” in 2015 and lastly “Amtar Sayfiyyah’ 
(Summer Rains)” which won him the Sheikh Zayed Book Award. 
Besides writing, he is an avid painter and a musician. He is 
married and has three sons. 

About the Book 
The novel tackles the interrelations between the music and the 
soul, and the sublimity of the spirit versus covetousness. The 
work showed an extensive knowledge in music that creates a 
tangible setting of melodic notes transcending to that of the 
Sufism station (Maqaam).



PUBLISHING AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Dar Al-
Tanweer  

Beirut/ Tunisia/ Cairo

The publishing house is viewed as a luminary institute that 
contributes generously to spreading the Arabic culture 
encouraging authoring and translation. The publishing house 
continues to assume a leading role in bringing young voices in 
philosophy and literature to the limelight.
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CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR

Dr. 
Abdellah 
Laroui
Morocco 

Historian and scholar
The choice of the prominent historian and theoretician, 
Dr. Abdellah Laroui, has been due to his well-founded thought 
movement and cultural momentum that spanned across 
the entire Arab World. His valuable contribution surpassed 
academic institutes and scientific bodies to influence Arab 
political thinking as well as inspire numerous cultural and 
literary practices.  
Professor Laroui enjoys a unique mix of in-depth knowledge 
of Arabic culture and that of the Western World, with wide 
interests across intellectual, literary and artistic scopes, 
especially in the fields of philosophy, history, narrative arts, 
and cinema. Since the sixties of the last century, Laroui 
portfolio includes numerous publications of scholarly studies, 
literary works and translations in a number of Moroccan, 
Arabic, and French journals. In 1967, his book “L’Idéologie 
arabe contemporaine” (The Contemporary Arabic Ideology) 
was published in French language with a preface by Maxime 
Rodinson, the infamous French historian, sociologist and 
orientalist. In 1970, the Arabic translation of the book became 
the stepping stone for the name of Abdellah Laroui as a key 
figure in the study of Arabic Culture, attracting the attention 
of scholars and academics with interests in Arabic culture and 
matters of the Arab World.

About Abdellah Laroui
Laroui was born on 7 November, 1933 in the city of Azemmour 
in Morocco. He received his preliminary and secondary studies 
in Rabat and moved to Paris to continue his higher education 
in political sciences where he achieved his diploma in 1958 
followed by an honorary certificate in Islamic studies in 1963. 
In 1967, he received his doctoral degree from Sorbonne 
University in Paris, for his thesis on “The social and cultural basis 
of the Moroccan nationality: (1830-1912)”. Laroui welcomed 
the invitation of the Austrian historian and Arabist Gustave 
Edmund von Grunebaum to serve as professor at the University 
of California for a stint, before deciding to leave back to 
Morocco to serve as a professor in the faculty of Literature at 
the Moroccan University until his retirement in the year 2000. 
He has been an active member in the Kingdom of Morocco 
Academy and the Moroccan Society for Human Rights and 
considered one of Morocco’s leading intellectuals.



CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS

Dr.
Mohammad 
Chahrour
Syria 

‘Al Islam wal Insan’ (Islam and the Human 
Being), published by Dar Al Saqi (2016)

About the Author 
Mohammad Chahrour was born in Damascus, Syria in 1938. 
He finished his primary and secondary studies in his home 
country, before moving to Moscow to pursue his diploma in 
Civil Engineering in 1964. Chahrour moved back to Damascus 
to work in the capacity of Dean of Civil Engineering Faculty 
until 1968 when he was delegated to the University of Dublin, 
Ireland to achieve his masters’ and doctoral degrees in Civil 
Engineering in 1969 and 1972 respectively. 

Alongside his mainstream engineering academic background, 
Chahrour has been an avid researcher in Quran studies since 
1967 with multiple publications including: “The Book and the 
Quran – A contemporary analysis” (Dar Al Ahali 1990); “The 
Organization and Society” (Dar Al Ahali 1994); “Isalm and Faith 
– the moral system” (Dar Al Ahali 1996); and “Contemporary 
Analysis of the Quran” (Dar Al Saqi 2016). His book, “The Quran 
Morality and Critical reason” has been published in English by 
Brill in 2008.

Chahrour is a widower and has four sons. He is fluent in English 
and Russian in addition to his Arabic mother tongue.

About the Book
The book is a sophisticated intellectual project that discusses 
the fundamental concepts of belief, social conscience, and 
religious allegiance, in an attempt to re-examine texts in light 
of reformist concepts (such as freedom, nationalism and faith) 
that steer away from struggles and disagreements leading to 
current tainted view of Islam.



LITERATURE 

Abbas 
Baydoun

Lebanon

‘Khareef al Bara’a’’
(The Autumn of Innocence),  
published by Dar Al Saqi (2016)

About the Author 
Abbas Baydoun is a poet and novelist, born in Sur in Southern 
Lebanon in 1945 to a family passionate about literature. He 
studied Arabic Literature in Beirut Arabic University, and 
achieved his masters in Literature in Sorbonne, France. 

He started as a poet and excelled in prose poetry. He has 
multiple poetic publications including: “Critique of pain”; 
“Overdose of time”; “Glass Graveyards”; “Chambers”; “B.B.B”; “A 
ticket for two”; and “The metaphysics of the fox”.  As for his 
narrative style, it blends the volatile reality with a hint of fantasy. 
In 2002 he published his first novel entitled “Blood Scan”, 
followed by two narratives entitled “The Mirrors of Frankenstein” 
and “The Album of Loss” inspired by his biography. He followed 
those with a few more, including the winning novel of Sheikh 
Zayed Book Award this year.

About the Book
The novel deals with the conflict between a tyrannical father 
who terrorizes a certain village and his son, who looks for a life 
of love and enjoyment. The conflict between them escalates to 
the extent that the father succeeds in having his son killed. The 
novel utilizes excellent narrative techniques such as its shifting 
use of pronouns. It symbolic structure is also distinguished, for 
the village stands for the majority of the Arab countries. The 
symbolic use of names in the novel contributes to its wealth. It 
embodies the conflict between those who stand for love and 
freedom and those who stand for tyranny and terror.



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 

Lateefa 
Buti

Kuwait

‘Bila qubba’a’ (Hatless),
published by Seedan Media – Kuwait (2015)

About the Author 
Lateefa Buti is a Kuwaiti Author specialized in Children’s 
Literature. Her portfolio extends from stand-alone novels, 
theatrical works, publications in magazines and periodicals, to 
works in radio and television. She has several independently 
published works including: “The mermaid” and “My Country, 
Ininkayo” in addition to theatrical acts such as “Juha’s gate” and 
“Salma the princess of the sea”. 

Lateefa is also a regular contributor to the infamous magazine 
“Al Arabi Al Sagheer” and worked on a number of radio-based 
programs and series targeting adolescents. Her works in 
television were mainly with Al Jazeera Children Channel and Al 
Baraem Channel, focusing on the cultural heritage and folklore 
of the Arab region.

About the Book 
The book has an imaginative and inspiring story line. It adopts 
higher values of mutual coexistence and acceptance of 
differences, with both other humans and the surrounding 
natural setting, in a way that unleashes the children’s thought 
process and ignites their creativity.



LITERARY AND 
ART CRITICISM

Said Al-
Ghanimi

Iraq / Australia

‘Fa’iliyyat al-Khayal al-Adabi’ (The Validity of 
Literary Fiction) published by Al Kamel Verlag 
(2015)

About the Author
Said Al-Ghanimi is an Iraqi writer and translator, living in 
Australia. He has more than 60 books, translated from English 
or written in Arabic. Among his written works are Treasure and 
Interpretation (1994), The Epic of Extreme Limits (2000), The 
First Fountains of Language (2009), Concepts Plowing (2010), 
The Efficacy of Literary Imagination (2015). He translated into 
Arabic Blindness and Insight by Paul de Man, Muhammad 
and the Golden Bough by Stetkevitch, Interpreting the self, 
Autobiography in the Arabic Literary Tradition.

About the Book
The book has been named the winning title for its distinctive 
topic addressing the mythological and philosophical narratives 
of Mesopotamia, as well as its solid bibliographical base and 
excellent intellectual critical style and rich vocabulary.



TRANSLATION 

Dr. Ziad 
Bou Akl

Lebanon / France

‘Le Philosophe et La Loi’ Ibn Rushd’ 
translated from Arabic to French, published 
by De Gruyter, Berlin (2015)
 
About the Translator
Dr. Ziad Bou Akl was born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1983. He 
completed his secondary studies in the School of Carmel 
Saint Yusuf, and pursued his bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
from the Jesuit University in Beirut. In 2003 he moved to Paris 
to complete graduate studies, and successfully achieved his 
master’s degree from the Institute of political sciences in 200, 
followed by his Doctorate degree in historical sciences and 
philology from the University of Applied Sciences in 2012 for 
his book Usul al-Fiqh of Averroes. 

Dr. Bou Akl’s career joins scholarly and academic streams; 
he works as a researcher at the French National Centre for 
Scientific Research, (Centre Jean Pépin) in addition to being a 
visiting researcher at University of Freiburg in Germany. Bou 
Akl is also a  teacher of Arabic philosophy and jurisprudence 
in École Normale Supérieure in Paris in addition to Fiqh and 
language philosophy at the University of Geneva. 

His research interests are focused generally on philosophy 
of literature and language of Islamic Arabic civilisation, and 
in particular on Averroes thought and its relationship to 
intellectual and cultural surroundings. He is also interested in 
researching Arabic philosophical manuscripts and is currently 
investigating verbal susceptibilities of the 10th century AD.

About the Book
The winning work is a translation of Ibn Rushd’s ‘Philosophy 
and Religion’ into French.  The translator skillfully conveyed 
Quranic terms and expressions into modern French, producing 
a scholarly work in the jurisprudence (Fiqh) of Ibn Rushd. What 
stands out is the significance of the translator’s efforts not only 
in translating a priceless work in Arabic philosophy, but in the 
larger context of reaching out to other civilizations to stimulate 
a constructive dialogue.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES

Dr. David 
Wirmer 

Germany 

Vom Denken der Natur zur Natur des 
Denkens’

About the Author 
Dr. David Wirmer is Assistant Professor of Arabic and Jewish 
Philosophy in the Philosophy Department at the University 
of Cologne (since 2013). At the Thomas-Institute, Cologne, he 
co-directs the trilingual, Arabic, Hebrew, and Latin edition of 
Averroes’ writings on Natural Philosophy, a long-term project of 
the North-Rhine Westphalian Academy of Sciences, Humanities 
and the Arts. 

After studying Philosophy, Islamic, and Jewish Stuides in Bonn, 
Cologne, and Jerusalem, David Wirmer obtained a scholarship 
from the German National Merit Foundation for his doctoral 
studies which he conducted in Bonn and Paris. He earned his 
PhD in philosophy from the University of Bonn in 2010 with a 
dissertation on the Andalusian Arabic philosopher Ibn Bagga. 
From 2006 until 2013 he has worked as a Research Associate at 
the University of Cologne. In 2012 he was invited as a Fellow at 
the Israel Institute for Advanced Studies. In his research David 
Wirmer specialises in Arabic Philosophy from Islamic Spain and 
its reception in the West with a particular emphasis on natural 
philosophy, epistemology, and theories of human cognition. 
His publications include Averroes: Uber den Intellekt (Freiburg 
2008), Vom Denken der Natur zur Natur des Denkens: Ibn 
Bagga’s Theorie der Potenz als Grundlegung der Psychologie 
(Berlin 2014)

About the Book
The work is considered a pioneering attempt in presenting the 
valuable contribution of the Andalusia Philosopher, Ibn Bâjja, in 
transmitting Aristotle’s philosophy to the Western World. It also 
authentically showcases the influence of Aristotle on Ibn Bajja 
by translating some of his works, therefore highlighting the 
author’s scholarly effort with an excellent German translation.

Copyright: Maya Claussen 



PUBLISHING 
AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Kalimat 
Group 

UAE

Founded by Sheikha Bodour Al Qasimi, Kalimat is the first 
publishing house in UAE dedicated to publishing quality 
Arabic children’s books maintaining international standards. 
Within three years, Kalimat published over 50 books ranging 
from picture books, for younger age groups with a portfolio 
of untraditional topics; including tales from our old heritage.  
Kalimat publications are distinguished by their first class 
illustrations and attractive designs. Kalimat is a cultural project 
which aims at building a progressive and enlightened future
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CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR

Amin 
Maalouf

Lebanon / France

The Lebanese-born French novelist Amin Maalouf has won this 
year’s Cultural Personality of the Year Award in recognition of his 
achievement as a novelist, who has conveyed in French some 
key moments in the history of Arab and other Eastern peoples 
to the entire world. He shed light on distinguished personalities 
dedicated to promoting harmony and dialogue between the East 
and the West. The Award is given in recognition of Mr. Maalouf’s 
ability to recreate unique experiences and adventures in an 
extraordinary literary style that amalgamates distinctly Arabic 
narrative and modernist Western styles in creative works and 
intellectual research.

Born in Lebanon in 1949, Amin Maalouf, holds a degree in 
economics and sociology from Beirut University. He worked in the 
Beirut-based daily Al-Nahar newspaper, reporting on international 
and political affairs. He had firsthand experience of the Lebanese 
civil war, and then moved to Paris with his wife and children, 
where he worked for the weekly newspaper Al-Nahar Al-Arabi and 
worked at the French Jeune Afrique. 

Maalouf’s first book in French, The Crusades through Arab Eyes 
(1983), revealed his fundamental interests: history on one hand, 
and narrative writing on the other. Back then, the Crusades 
were a central theme in French historical studies and literary 
texts based on history, but they were rarely presented from an 
Arab perspective. Maalouf‘s book presented the Crusades as 
experienced by the Arab community in its various segments and 
affiliations. He followed a strictly objective approach founded on 
a humanism that pervades all his work. The Crusades were not 
merely wars of religion as they are sometimes taken to be; they 
were cultural clashes whose impact can still be witnessed today.

Amin Maalouf continued to make use of history in his fiction 
and to employ his narrative skill in his historical studies. He 
has published a number of novels based on history, including 
Leon Africanus (1986) Samarkand (1988), The Gardens of Light 
(1991), The Rock of Tanios (1993), etc. His works are characterised 
by a consistent array of themes ranging from his civil war 
experience, constant search for identity, cultural tolerance, and 
world citizenship. The central themes of Maalouf’s narratives 
are embodied in his characters, most of whom speak several 
languages, master more than one talent, and enjoy multiple 
citizenships. Several characters in his novels are victims of 
circumstances (migration, war, and unremitting suffering); 
nevertheless, they are able to reinvent their own destinies, relying 
on their talent and belief in their high human values. 



CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS

H.E. Dr. 
Jamal Sanad 
Al-Suwaidi
United Arab Emirates 

For his book Al-Sarab [The Mirage] 
Published by The Emirates Centre for  
Strategic Studies and Research (2015).

About the Author
Dr. Jamal Sanad Al-Suwaidi is a UAE intellectual, writer and 
strategic expert, and is the Director General of the Emirates 
Center for Strategic Studies and Research (ECSSR) since 1994 
till the present time. He was born in 1959, and earned his BS 
degree in Political Science from Kuwait University in 1981 
and his MA and Ph.D. degrees in Political Science from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1985 and 1990, respectively. 
Dr. Al-Suwaidi has authored several books, including Eternal 
Imprints: Figures that Made History and Others that Changed 
the Future of their Countries (2016), The Mirage (2015), 
Prospects for the American Age: Sovereignty and Influence 
in the New World Order (2014), From Tribe to Facebook: The 
Transformational Role of Social Networks (2013) and “United 
Arab Emirates Society: A Future Perspective”.
Dr. Al-Suwaidi has co-authored and co-edited several books 
and published studies on many vital issues. He also takes part 
in many local and international conferences and international 
seminars. Moreover, Dr. Al-Suwaidi is a member of several 
political science associations and he has been awarded a 
number of awards and medals, locally and internationally, the 
latest awards were the Revolutionary Thinker Award from the 
College of William & Mary, the United States of America, and  the 
Naguib Mahfouz Award for Literature, in recognition of his role 
in achieving world peace, by Dr. Tarek Mahfouz, the nephew of 
the writer Naguib Mahfouz, during the first annual ceremony of 
the award, organized by Naguib Mahfouz’s family in the state of 
New York.

About the Book
The Mirage is a first-of-its-kind research addressing the 
phenomenon of political and religious extremist groups, 
which has dominated the Arab and Muslim political scene 
in recent years. It reveals the inconsistencies between the 
ideology pursued by these groups and the reality on the 
ground, especially considering the gap between legal 
and international sovereignty and the idea of succession 
(caliphate) as espoused by those groups. The book also 
reveals the relationship between the Muslim Brotherhood 
and extremist organizations such as Al-Qaeda, Daesh, 
which have emanated from it.



LITERATURE

Ibrahim Ab-
delmeguid

Egypt

For his novel “Ma Wara’a al-Kitaba”  [Beyond 
Writing] Published by Al-Dar Al-Masriyah Al-
Lubnaniyah, Cairo (2014)

About the Author
Ibrahim Abdelmeguid was born In Alexandria in 1946. He 
graduated from the faculty of Arts with a Philosophy degree 
before relocating to Cairo in 1974 where he commenced 
his career in literature. Abdelmeguid wrote more than 15 
novels, five collections of short stories and theatre plays. 
He wrote numerous novels including ‘No One Sleeps in 
Alexandria’, ‘Birds of Amber’, and ‘The House of Jasmine’. 

Abdelmeguid’s works have been well received around the 
world and have been translated to English, German, Italian, 
Spanish and French. He received numerous prizes and 
accolades including Naguib Mahfouz prize from AUC press 
in 1996 and the Prize of State in 2007 for his contributions 
to literature.

About the Book
The book narrates the author’s experiences on which his 
novels were based and provides a creative view of the 
political, social and cultural contexts within which the 
books were written.



LITERARY AND 
ART CRITICISM

Said 
Yaktine

Morocco

For his book “Al-Fikr al-Adabi al-‘Arabi”  
[Arabic Literary Thought] 
Published by Difaf Publishing, Beirut (2014) 

About the Author
Dr Yaktine is a Moroccan Academic researcher. Born 
in 1955 in Casablanca, he received State Doctorate in 
1997 specializing in narratives and literary theory and 
digital literature. He taught at the Faculty of Arts and the 
University of Rabat. As well as acting as a visiting professor 
at several French and Arab universities. Dr Yaktine also 
provide services to the Writers Union in Morocco, wrote 
in academic journals, media and publishing houses, and 
participated in numerous Arab and foreign scientific 
conferences. Dr Yaktine has more than twenty books on 
ancient and modern Arab narrative, digital culture, in 
politics and sociology.

About the Book
The study combines between theory and practice 
in contemporary criticism in Arabic and is both 
comprehensive in coverage and innovative in approach.



Dr. Keyan 
Yahya

Iraq

For his translation of the book  “The Meaning 
of Meaning”  [by Ogden and Richards] 
Published by Dar al-Kitab al-Jadeed, Beirut 
(2015) 

About the Author
Dr. Keyan is a University professor and a researcher. He was 
born in 1966 in Baghdad/ Iraq and obtained his degree in 
Architecture in 1989 from the University of Baghdad; he 
received a doctorate in Arabic language from the same 
university in 2011. 

Dr. Keyan translated many linguistic-related works from 
English with the latest being Charles Ogden ‘Opposition: 
a linguistic and psychological analysis’ in addition to 
authoring some books on philosophy and linguistics in 
Arabic language

About the Book
This is the first translation of the book in Arabic after more 
than ninety years of its publication. The study is a landmark 
in the philosophy of language.

TRANSLATION



Prof. Roshdi 
Rashed

Egypt / France

For his book “Angles et Grandeur”  
Published by The Walter De Gruyter, Berlin 
(2015) 

About the Author
Professor Roshdi Rashed was born in Cairo, Egypt, on 
April 5, 1936. He obtained his B.A. in Philosophy from 
the University of Cairo, his B.S. in Mathematics from the 
University of Paris. Trained in theory of numbers and 
algebraic geometry, he obtained his Doctorat d’Etat in 
History of Mathematics and its applications from the 
University of Paris. He is Emeritus Director of research CNRS 
(Centre d’histoire des sciences et des philosophies arabes et 
médiévales-University of Paris 7), Honorary Professor at the 
University of Tokyo, Emeritus Professor at the University of 
Mansourah (Egypt).

His first contributions in History of Mathematics and 
Sciences (1957-1965) were mainly concerned with the 
theory of probability and its applications in social sciences. 
He studied from one side some axiomatic systems in 
probability calculus, the application of probability models 
in social sciences, and from other side the history of some 
applications since the 18th century, to explain the true 
difficulties of application of mathematics in social sciences. 
These studies were distinguished by the bronze medal of 
the C.N.R.S. From 1965 on, his main aim was the history of 
mathematics in Arabic, and their application, particularly 
in optics. (For more details, please see: http://www.sphere.
univ-paris-diderot.fr/spip.php.article171).

About the Book
The study discusses the concept of angle and its relation 
to Archimedean and non-Archimedean theories of 
measurement, tracing the history of discussions from 
Euclid to Kamal al-Din al-Farisi. The volume presents first 
editions of over twenty texts, either in Arabic or Greek by 
the greatest mathematicians and philosophers of the time. 
The texts are translated into French and supplemented with 
extensive commentary.

ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES



Dar 
Al-Saqi

Lebanon

PUBLISHING 
AND 
TECHNOLOGY

The publishing house has adopted, ever since its 
establishment in London in 1979, a broad-minded cultural 
project and published a wide spectrum of serious books in 
thought, science, and art. Several of its publications won 
awards in various categories covered by the Sheikh Zayed 
Book Award. 

Publishing House Biography
In 1979, the two childhood friends Andre Gaspard and 
May Ghoussoub founded Dar Al Saqi in London as the first 
Arabic bookshop in the United Kingdom; in 1983, they 
started to publish English books.
After the publications of Arabic titles in 1987, Dar Al Saqi 
was established officially in Beirut in 1991. It has always 
contributed to the renaissance Arabic cultures. It strives 
to build bridges between Arabic and other cultures, 
and to encourage dialogue and discussion between 
different cultures and peoples. Dar Al-Saqi won numerous 
international awards, as well as her authors who won 
prestigious awards in both Arab and foreign countries. May 
Ghoussoub died in 2007 and Andre now is the “owner” of 
Dar Al Saqi.



2015



CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR

His Highness  
Sheikh 
Mohammed 
Bin Rashed Al 
Maktoum
UAE Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai

A few of the numerous achievements of His Highness:

1. Putting together strategic plans to maintain the country’s 
sustainable development, consolidating justice and social 
welfare, and overseeing the process of change which is visible 
to all.

2. Establishing the “Mohammed bin Rashed Al Maktoum 
Foundation,” which pioneered in several areas such as Culture, 
Entrepreneurship and Employment, and Knowledge and 
Education. Under His Highness’s leadership, the Foundation 
aims to bridge the knowledge gap between the Arab region 
and the developed world, improving the standard of education 
and research in the region, developing leadership programs for 
youth, and stimulating job creation. 

3. Launching numerous initiatives that reflected the ideal role 
model for youth, communicating with and inspiring their 
generation.

4. Protecting the rights of Arab women in general and the 
Emirati women in specific, highlighting women’s crucial role 
in culture and society.

5. Giving equal attention to all segments of society, with prime 
focus on children and young people.

6. Sponsoring a number of projects that define the cultural 
identity of the Emirati society, promoting the language, 
literature and culture of the Arab nation.

7. Launching the Government Summit, which represents a 
platform to showcase the most important tools, means and 
special strategies to enhance innovation in the government 
departments. It also comes in line with His Highness’s 
directives to name 2015 as the year of Innovation.

8. Launching initiatives that reinforce the national identity of the 
United Arab Emirates by encouraging young persons to learn 
about their history and read more about their culture.

9. Sponsoring creative individuals and innovators, and promoting 
leaders through training and skills development programs.

10. Establishing the International Humanitarian City for Humane 
Services as the world’s largest hub for humanitarian aid which 

underpins the UAE’s continuous efforts to help the 
victims of crises and families whose lives are scarred 
by hunger and poverty.



LITERATURE

Osama 
Alaysa

Palestine

For his novel “Majaneen bait lahem”  
[The fools of Bethlehem] 
Published by Nofal- Hachette Antoine (2013)

The book was awarded because “The novel emerges 
as a unique literary creation that narrates the history of 
the place, traces the changes it went through by using 
the motif of madness in a way that reflects an entire 
intellectual period in the Arab World. The work finds 
inspiration in the traditional narrative forms as such as 
those of the Arabian Nights and makes use of the more 
recent narrative techniques, perceptively linking history 
and reportage, and mixing realistic presentation with 
magical realism. The wealth of character types and of 
subsidiary tales harmonizes beautifully with the main 
narrative line.

About the Author
Alaysa is an author and journalist from Bethlehem, 
Palestine. He worked for numerous Arab and regional 
newspapers, as well as published three novels, two 
collections of short stories and seven research studies 
on Palestinian history.



TRANSLATION

Hanawa 
Haruo
(1931- 2016)

Japan

For his translation of the books  
“Naguib Mahfouz’s Cairo Trilogy ”  
[Palace Walk, Palace of Desire and Sugar Street] 
Published by Kokusho Kankokai (2013)

The translation of Naguib Mahfouz’ Cairo Trilogy 
into Japanese by the researcher constitutes an 
achievement that transcends the linguistic dimension, 
and constitutes a cultural dialogue between the Arab 
and the Japanese worlds through what the translation 
reveals about the social history of Egypt and the 
transformations that occurred in the decades between 
the 1920s and the 1950s.

Winner’s Biography
Born in Japan in 1931, Hanawa Haruo started his career 
in Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs which paved 
the way for him to move to the Arab World to study 
Arabic in Egypt and continue his service in Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, and be later appointed an 
Ambassador in Qatar and Oman from 1988 to 1994. 
He has many original works and translations published 
under his name. His translations have been mainly 
influenced by the works of Naguib Mahfouz, publishing 
more than 10 translated works to Japanese from the 
iconic author’s collection, most recent of which is the 
trilogy between 2011 and 2012 which won him the 
Sheikh Zayed Book Award.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES

Sugita 
Hideaki

Japan
 
For his book  “Arabian-Naito to Nihon-Jin”  
[The Arabian Nights and the Japanese] 
Published by Iwanami Shoten (2012)

The book constitutes a turning point in the 
development of the way the Japanese, unshackled 
by Western Orientalist attitudes, viewed Arab culture. 
It traces the influence of the Arabian Nights on all 
aspects of modern Japanese culture, starting with the 
reforms of the enlightened Meiji Era (1868-1912) until 
the present time, on Japanese children’s literature, and 
on Japanese theatre, fiction, cinema, travel literature, 
translation, comparative literature, and other fields of 
knowledge in Japan.

Winner’s Biography
Sugita Hideaki is the professor of regional studies in 
the Faculty of Art and Science in Tokyo University, 
Japan. He started his academic and professional career 
in 1975 as a bachelor’s degree student in regional 
studies at Tokyo University and gradually progressed 
to reach the doctorate level in 2001. He has a special 
interest in studying the Middle East culture, civilization 
, and literary progress. He authored many works on 
the region and its influence in Japanese culture which 
won him many awards and prizes, including the 
Comparative Literature Award in Japan in 1997, and 
Shimada Kinji Award for Comparative Literature in 2003.



PUBLISHING 
AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Arab 
Scientific  
Publishers 
Inc.
UAE

The award went to Arab Scientific Publishers Inc. From 
Lebanon, on the grounds that  “The publishing house 
continued, ever since it was established thirty years ago, 
to work within the framework of a cultural project, which 
is keen on publishing scientific, intellectual, and creative 
works contributing to the movement of enlightenment, 
and aiming at raising Arab consciousness by this kind of 
publishing. The publishing house continued to publish 
serious and significant works targeting all age groups, 
and showed keen interest in translating from the modern 
languages, and in participating in book fairs held in Arab 
foreign countries.” 

Publishing House Biography
Arab Scientific Publishers (ASP) books of excellent quality 
that responds to all ages, levels, and interests. The subject 
matter includes a wide range targeting children, teenagers, 
students, adults, and professionals, ranging from drawing 
and cooking books, to Mayo Clinic references and 
Microsoft MCSE Training Kits. ASP has till to date created 
and acquired the copyrights of 427 titles that educate, 
motivate and entertain children and teenagers, which are 
designed to help enlarge their understanding of the world 
around them. Arab Scientific Publishers was established 
in 1987, and since then has translated and Arabized 
numerous English language books, for children and the 
family, followed by titles on health, sports, management, 
and to be topped at a later stage by fiction and non-fiction 
books.



2014



CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY OF 
THE YEAR

King 
Abdullah Bin 
Abdul Aziz 
Al Saud 
(1924-2015)

Ruler of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The award has been awarded due to the King’s pioneering role 
in promoting peaceful co-existence, religious tolerance and 
cross-cultural dialogue, as well as his passionate support for an 
advanced education and scientific research culture in the region 
through the establishment of various educational institutes and 
knowledge centers that have become the North Star for scholars 
and researchers throughout the Arab and Islamic realms.

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques’s countless achievements 
include: 

• The co-establishment of King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz 
International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural 
Dialogue that aims to enable, empower and encourage 
dialogue among followers of different religions and cultures 
around the world, and act as a hub to enhance cooperation, 
respect for diversity, justice and peace, and promote harmony 
and cooperation among those working in the field of 
dialogue. 

• The establishment of King Abdullah University of Science 
and Technology which integrates research and education, 
leverages the interconnectedness of science and engineering, 
and works to catalyze the diversification of the Saudi economy 
through economic and technology development.

• The courageous stand of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques facing the ill efforts aiming to blemish the image 
of Islam, Arabism and authentic Islamic and cultural values, 
especially the extremist ideologies which bring enormous risks 
onto the Arab and Islamic nations, leaving it susceptible to the 
evils of violence and terrorism. 

• Fostering the Arabic literature and Culture, and pioneering 
initiatives to promote cultural exchange among peoples of the 
world and to advance intellectual interaction among civilizations, 
specially through the establishment of “ King Abdullah bin 
Abdul Aziz Award for Translation” which recognizes excellence in 
works of translation and advocates ideological, intellectual, and 
cultural dialogue among civilizations, promotes mutual sharing 
of knowledge, as it traverses all linguistic and geographical 
boundaries to deliver a message of human understanding, in 
keeping with the noble goals embraced by the initiatives and 

appeals of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques for 
more understanding and co-existence among nations.



CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS

Dr. Saeed 
Abdullah Al 
Soyan
Saudi Arabia 

For his book “The Epic of Human Evolution” 
[Mulhamat Al Tatawwor Al Bashari]
Published by Madarik Publishing - Dubai (2013)

Al Soyan won in recognition of his tremendous effort in gathering 
scientific data, and covering a large spectrum of notions in the field 
of social sciences”, as well as his ability to develop the notion of 
evolution from the mere biological spectrum, to the social, cultural, 
linguistic and economic spheres, as well as associating these fields 
together. In addition to the unity of his central thesis, the winner 
also traced, from ancient history to the modern times, the general 
concept of evolution, to its detailed accounts in many contexts and 
eras. Al Soyyan also sought the utmost precision to trace evolution 
in different stages, to demonstrate the development of humankind. 

About the Author
Dr. Saeed is an academic and a veteran researcher. He was born 
in Al Unayza in Saudi Arabia, 1944. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology and a master’s degree in anthropology from the 
University of Northern Illinois in the United State,. He also received 
a Ph.D. in anthropology, folklore and Oriental Studies from the 
University of California at Berkeley.
Dr. Saeed began his career as an assistant professor at King 
Saud University, and then worked as a supervisor at the Folklore 
Museum in the Faculty of Arts, at the university. He served as the 
chairman of the social studies department, until 1989, when he 
received a scholarship from the University of Erlangen-Nurnberg 
in Germany to conduct research and interview specialists in 
Oriental studies.
In 2003, he returned to work at King Saud University, where he 
was promoted to the rank of a professor; he is still holding that 
position at university till now.
During his prosperous academic career, he worked on a number 
of important projects, such as the collection of Nabati poetry from 
oral sources; a project funded by the research center at the Faculty 
of Arts at the University of King Saud. In addition, he worked on 
a  documentary about King Abdulaziz Al-Saud, and the traditional 
culture project in Saudi Arabia.
Al Soyan has a number of books published in the history and 
indexing of Nabati poetry and oral traditions, along with a lot of 
scientific papers and articles in Arabic and English.



LITERATURE

Abdel 
Rasheed 
Mahmoudi
Egypt

For his novel “After Coffee” [Ba’d Al Qahwah] 
Published by Al Dar Al Arabiya for Books (2013)

The novel represents literary creativity, resembling 
international classical novels, manifesting brilliant 
narration skills, smooth transition between events, and the 
personification of characters from childhood to middle age. 
In addition, the novelist showed great skill in reconstructing 
reality, as well as an ability to analyze characters in their 
fluctuation from hope to emotional breakdowns, and a 
capacity in associating the real with the mythical in one 
frame. The novel deals with the social fabric, topographic 
nature and anthropological features of the Egyptian village 
in the 1940s. On the other hand, the novel’s style mixes 
classical narrative and simple dialogue, which reveals the 
nature of the novel’s characters. 

About the Author
Dr. Abdel Rasheed is an Egyptian critic and writer, who 
began his career at UNESCO in Paris as a translator, to 
become later the editor in chief of the Arabic edition of 
the magazine ‘UNESCO’s Message’. He then took over the 
management of programs at the cultural sector until he was 
appointed as a cultural advisor in the organization.
Abdel Rashid Mahmoudi holds a degree in philosophy 
from the University of Cairo and London. He holds a Ph.D. 
in Middle East studies from the University of Manchester in 
the United Kingdom. He worked in writing radio broadcast 
in Cairo, and the Arab section in the ‘BBC’ in London. He has 
a practical experience in the field of translation in Cairo and 
London.
Mahmoudi has a lot of interests; in poetry, stories, novels, 
and translation. He is a diligent researcher in philosophy 
and the history of literature and criticism.  He Published a 
collection of poems,  three collections of short stories, and a 
novel, in  addition to the many translated books like ‘Bertrand 
Russell: How my philosophy developed’ and ‘The Shortened 
Philosophy Encyclopedia t’. He has a number of books, of 
which the most important is “Taha Hussein: from Al-Azhar to 
the Sorbonne” and “Lord Shaaban” 
(a collection of short stories) and “Taha Hussein between 

Fences and Mirrors.”



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE

Jawdat 
Fakhr Eldine

Lebanon

For his book “Thirty Poems for Children” 
[Thalathoun Qaseedah Lil Atfal]
Published by Dar Al Hadaiq Publishing (2013) 

This collection of poems –with its deep insights, 
stimulating positive thinking and imagination– 
manifests simplicity in language and beauty of rhythms, 
which leads to discovering the many beauties of 
nature. There is also a diversity of poems and ideas 
that increase cognitive and contemplative senses in 
children, not to mention the book’s unique layout 
and drawings. The thirty poems that constitute the 
book, deliver an important educational message in 
a simple, yet enlightened language, and point to the 
manifestations the child sees through both his senses 
and imagination.

About the Author
Dr. Jawdat Fakhr Eldine was born in Lebanon, in 1953.  
He gathered both science and literature in his study, 
where he earned a master’s degree in physics and then 
a doctorate in Arabic literature. He taught physics in 
secondary education schools, as well as worked in the 
linguistic and educational research center in Beirut. He 
is the co-author of some dictionaries, and has been 
working as a professor of literature and criticism at the 
School of Arts - Lebanese University since 1985.
Fakhr Eldine has research papers and poems published 
in several Arabic newspapers and magazines. He also 
participated in many seminars and literary festivals in 
Arab and foreign countries. He has published books 
of poetry and literature, to name a few “Rural Illusions 
“, “Staying away from  your love”, “Vision has a Time,” 
“Scared Poems.”



TRANSLATION

Mohammed 
Al Tahir Al 
Mansouri    
(1955- 2016)

Tunisia 

For his translation of the book “Housing 
the Stranger in the Mediterranean World” 
[by Olivia Remie Constable, Cambridge 
University Press, 2003] Published by Dar Al 
Madar Al Islami Publishing (2013)

The book was chosen for its accuracy and elegance, as it 
represented integrity in maintaining the original language and 
its historical and scientific terminology. The book is enriched 
with a plentiful of indexes and a sound selection of locations 
and personalities’ names. It is a thoughtful research combining 
historical and archival means along with accountability, 
illustrating an important intellectual phenomenon, closely 
attached to world cultures, especially the Mediterranean; 
namely the phenomenon of hosting the traveler and housing 
him. The scholar traces “the hotel” as a commercial and a 
social organization, since ancient times until modern civil 
and commercial exchanges between Arab countries and 
their European and Mediterranean neighbors. Through the 
history of hotels and its transformation, the writer highlights 
how people of that region portrayed travel and journeys, as 
well as methods of welcoming strangers, or visitors, and how 
that changed based through times, along with the relations 
between the visitor and the host. 

About the Author
Dr. Mohammed is a professor of Middle Ages and Byzantine 
History at the Tunisian University and the University of 
Dammam. He was born in Siliana in 1955. He received a 
bachelor of arts from the University of Tunis in 1975. He 
also obtained a master’s degree and a doctorate from the 
University of Tunis, in Middle Age, Byzantine history, and 
obtained a university qualification from the University of 
Toulouse in France in 1996. He began his career in the Faculty 
of Arts in Manouba, and he works as a professor at the college 
since 2001 until today.
Dr. Mohammed worked as a visiting professor in Greece, 
France, and Japan. He has many books in Arabic, French and 
English, and a lot of research papers published in several 
magazines, as well as translations of many history books..



THE YOUNG 
AUTHOR

Rami Abu 
Shihab

Jordan 

For his book “Permanence and Deception: 
Post-Colonial Discourse in the Contemporary 
Arab Criticism” [Al Rasees Wal Mukhatala – 
Khitab Ma b’d Al Coloniyalyya fil Naqd Al Arabi 
Al Mu’aser]. Published by the Arab Institute for 
Research and Publication, Beirut (2013)

The field of post-colonial criticism is specialized in modern 
criticism’s perspective, as evident in Edward Said’s studies and 
post-colonial culture stream in the Arab World. The author 
traces the studies’ principles through their terminology and 
theoretical doctrines, which makes the book very influential 
in contemporary Arabic Criticism studies. The main reason 
for recognizing this book is the author’s awareness of post- 
colonial era studies, and his understanding of the theoretical 
principles of these studies, as well as fully comprehending their 
terminology. Besides, the author made a unique effort in his 
selection of a sample of contemporary Arab criticism literature 
which represents this new approach in criticism. In addition, 
the author was affluent in highlighting the importance of 
post-colonial criticism studies, their extension in modern Arabic 
culture, and opening new prospects to discuss the future of 
Arab Studies.

About the Author
Dr. Rami Abu Shihab was born in Zarqa in Jordan,1974. He 
holds a master’s degree in literature and Arabic criticism from 
the University of Jordan, in Jordan. He received a doctorate in 
modern literary criticism (discourse and critical theory) from 
the Institute of Arab Research and Studies in Cairo, magna 
cum laude.
He began his career as a teacher of Arabic language in 
schools of  the Ministry of Education of Jordan, until 2005. 
He then moved to work as a teacher and lecturer at the 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community 
Development; he is still holding that position to date. He 
participated in many lectures and cultural conferences, as 
well as published a number of books, including a collection 
of poems entitled “Gentlemen, I have returned after a short 
death”.  In addition, he has a plentiful of literary references 
and dozens of research papers, articles and poems in 
Arabic magazines and newspapers. Dr. Rami is a permanent 
participator in many Arabic newspapers such as the  Qatari 

newspaper Al Watan, and Al Quds Al-Arabi, Al 
Arab, and the Emirati newspaper Al Ettihad.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES

Professor 
Mario 
Liverani
Italy 

For his book “Imagining Babylon”  
[Immaginare Babele] . Published by Editori La 
Tersa Publishing, Rome - Bari (2013)

The decision was made as a result of the author 
providing an extensive survey of Babylon, considering 
it as one of the most important ancient cities in 
the Arab world. The book also redraws the city 
architecturally, ideologically, organizationally and 
conceptually. Moreover, the author enhanced 
research in every chapter with historical documents 
and accurate archeological exposure. The book 
represents an impressive work in both archaeology 
and ancient history. The author drew attention to 
his work, especially in Europe, through scientific 
certified publications, where he discards a plentiful 
of mainstream conceptualizations of ancient Eastern 
history. Thus, he confronted mythology, through 
scientific extrapolation based on the newest 
archaeological discoveries and cognitive accumulation 
in ancient Eastern history. 

About the Author
Mario is a professor of Ancient History of the Near East 
at the University of Rome. 
He was born in 1939 in Italy, and is considered one of 
Italy’s leading experts in the history of antiquity and 
archaeology.
He is an honorary member at  the American Oriental 
Society. He is also the coordinator of the archaeological 
expedition to the Libyan Desert. He has many books 
and published works such as “Ancient Near East” (1991), 
which has been translated into Spanish, and “War and 
Diplomacy in the Ancient Near East” (1994), and “Uruk: 
the First City” (1998), “The history of Myth and Politics in 
the Ancient Near East“ (2004).



PUBLISHING 
AND 
TECHNOLOGY

The Arab 
Foundation  
“House of 
Wisdom” 
Tunisia

The foundation was chosen for the deep thought, 
responsible academic effort, and the clear lively heritage 
of all activities of this institution. “House of Wisdom” in 
Tunisia has been working for decades to publish significant 
intellectual books of Arabic tradition in literature, thought, 
language and dictionaries, as well as translations of major 
philosophical, and global lingual thought, performed by 
experienced professors and linguists. The foundation also 
hosts research conferences, where it calls for the most 
active workers in specified areas.



2013



CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY OF 
THE YEAR

Dr. Sheikh 
Ahmad 
Muhammad 
Al Tayyeb
Egypt

The award went to Dr. Sheikh Ahmad Muhammad 
Al Tayyeb for his role in adopting the moderate path 
and encouraging a culture of tolerance, dialogue and 
protection of the civil society. He has demonstrated 
through his many influential positions  and books 
moderation away from extremism and portrayed 
Islamic thought and consistently refused violence and 
aggression, in words, thoughts or actions  between 
peoples.

Biography
Grand Imam of the Al Azhar, Sheikh Ahmad 
Muhammad Al Tayeb was appointed as Grand Sheikh 
of Al Azhar in March 2010, after the passing of his 
predecessor, Dr Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi. Al Tayeb 
was formerly the president of the Al Azhar for seven 
years and prior to that, served for two years as the 
most powerful cleric in Egypt as its Grand Mufti. His 
scholarly influence as a leading intellectual of spans 
the globe. He has served as the dean of the Faculty of 
Islamic Studies in Aswan, and the theology faculty of 
the International Islamic University in Pakistan. He has 
also taught in universities in Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates.



CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS

Elizabeth 
Suzanne 
Kassab
Lebanon 

Contemporary Arab Thought (Al Fikr al ‘arabi 
al mu’aser). Published by Centre for Arab Unity 
Studies, Beirut 2012

Biography
Elizabeth Suzanne Kassab studied business administration 
and philosophy at the American University of Beirut, 
and continued her graduate studies in philosophy at 
Fribourg University in Switzerland. She spent three years 
as a post-doctorate fellow at the University of Bielefeld in 
Germany. She returned to Beirut in 1991 and taught for 
many years at the philosophy department in AUB, and 
later at Balamand University. In 1999 she was awarded a 
Fulbright fellowship to work on her research project at 
the New School University in New York. After that she 
was Visiting Scholar at Columbia University for several 
years and a Visiting Associate Professor at the Yale Center 
for International and Area Studies in 2006-07. Since 2012 
Kassab is a Mellon Visiting Professor at the Cogut Center 
for the Humanities of Brown University in USA. 

About the Book
In her book,  Kassab explores approaches to questions 
of cultural malaise in the Arab world, asks about the 
relationship between cultural crisis and politics in 
intellectual debate, and finally, endeavors to compare 
these approaches and debates to related conversations in 
other postcolonial regions.  Contemporary Arab Thought 
is a work of intellectual history that seeks to understand 
the process of “cultural decolonization” within the Arab 
context. This goal is accomplished first through the 
survey and analysis of major trends and thinkers, and then 
through the application of a comparative perspective that 
brings the Arab world into conversation with Africa, the 
United States, Europe, and Latin America. 



TRANSLATION

Fathi 
Meskini

Tunisia 

Being and Time (German: Sein und Zeit, 
1927)by Martin Heidegger. Published by Dar 
al Kitab Al Jadid, Beirut 2012.

Biography
Fathi  Meskini was born in the city of Jendouba, Tunisia in 
1961. He received his doctorate degree in philosophy in 
2003. He authored numerous books which were highly 
lauded by his peers, including: ‘Hiegel and the end of 
metaphysics’ published in Tunisia 1997, ‘Identity and Time’ 
published in Beirut, 2001, ‘Critique of Hermeneutical Reason’ 
published in Beirut, 2005, ‘Identity and Freedom’ published 
in Beirut, 2011, ‘Thinking Post Heidegger’ published in 
Beirut, 2011. Meskini also published many translations 
including ‘The Geneology of Morals’ by Frederick Nietzsche, 
Tunisia, 2010, and Kant’s ‘Theory of Mind’ , Beirut, 2012, 
and others.  Meskini has published studies in French and 
German in addition to Arabic language. 

About the book
Fathi Meskini translated the most important work of Martin 
Heidegger which has profoundly influenced 20th-century 
philosophy, particularly existentialism, hermeneutics and 
deconstruction. Hence, this is one of the most important 
philosophical references to be translated in its entirety 
to Arabic language for the first time. And Despite the 
philosophical composition of the original work, the 
translator was able to present it in a clear, accurate and 
sophisticated language, in combination with in-text 
references and footnotes that defines all terms and 
expressions in Arabic, English and German. The translator 
is also a professor of German philosophy with a record of 
authored and translated works in European philosophy, 
especially German. The Arabic library is in dire need for 
such a scientific resource which is expected to be a core 
reference for all Arab scholars of philosophy.



LITERARY AND 
ART CRITICISM

Abdullah 
Ibrahim

Iraq 

Historic Visualization (Al Takhayol Al Tarikhi)
Published by Arab Association for Studies 
and Publishing, Beirut 2011

Biography
Abdullah Ibrahim is a researcher and academic from Iraq, 
holds a doctorate degree in Literary Criticism and Ancient 
Arabic Literature Studies from Baghdad University since 
1991, he worked at several universities in Iraq, Libya and 
Qatar. Dr Ibrahim participated in numerous  conferences  
and literary seminars. He received the Shuman Prize for 
Social Humanities in 1997. Dr. Ibrahim specializes in studies 
of narrative, literary criticism and cross cultural dialogues. 
He has more than 14 published books, and 30 scientific 
papers in leading trade magazines. 

About the book
A solemn scientific work in contemporary literary criticism, 
analyzing the relation between the narration construct 
and the historical references entwined with it. The study 
seeks to unveil the semantic and aesthetic aspects of 
Contemporary Arabic historical novel. Highlighting that 
historians, literary critics and novelists alike are increasingly 
drawing attention to parallels between literature and socio-
historical issues. The author argues how literary discourse 
may differ from historical discourse by virtue of primary 
referents, conceived as imaginary rather than real events, 
and how the two kinds of discourse are more similar than 
different by providing thorough analysis to the influence 
of controversial novels published in various religions and 
political themes such as Yousef Zaidan’s’ Azazil’ and ‘Nabati’ 
and Rabee Jaber’s ‘Beirut, The city of the World’.



THE YOUNG 
AUTHOR

Dr. Adil 
Hadjami

Morocco 

Deleuze Philosophy on Existentialism and 
Difference (Falsafat Jeel Deleuze) 
Published by Dar Toubkal, Casablanca 2012.

Adil Hadjami was born in Morocco in 1976, he studied 
philosophy in Mohamed V University and graduated 
in 1999. He has a PhD in philosophy and social and is 
currently a lecturer in Mohamed V University. Hadjami 
is competent in ancient Latin and Greek languages, he 
plays the Oud instrument and has obtained a Diploma 
in the Theory of Music from the National  Conservatoire 
Institute in Rabat, Morocco.  The winning book is 
Hadjami’s dissertation which he defended successfully 
to obtain his PhD. 

About the Author
This study examines the life and work of the 
French Philosopher Gilles Deleuze (1925 – 1995) 
and the origins of his philosophy. It explores the 
epistemological, ontological and axiological dimensions 
of the philosophical works unveiling Deuleuze’s core 
interpretations, and tracks its historical timeline. It also 
compares and contrasts his theories with respect to 
the concepts he argued, and underlines the foundation 
of his philosophy which spins around questioning 
inversion of the traditional metaphysical relationship 
between identity and difference. And perhaps what is 
new about this study is the style the author adopted to 
explore Deleuze’s philosophy, which stemmed from the 
original works of the philosopher in the first place, then 
tying it with the other philosophical works preceding 
his own, starting from Greek works through the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance until the present time. The author 
successfully quoted from the works of Delueze in French 
to Arabic using immaculate narration and scientifically 
accurate language.



ARAB CULTURE 
IN OTHER 
LANGUAGES

Marina 
Warner

The United Kingdom
 
Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the 
Arabian Nights. Published by Vintage Books 
(2012) and Chatto and Windus in 2011.

Biography
Marina Warner is a writer of fiction and cultural history. 
Warner  was brought up in Egypt, Belgium, and Cambridge, 
England. She is specialized in mythology and fairy-tales, with 
an emphasis on the part women play in them. Her award-
winning books include” Alone of All Her Sex: The Myth and 
the Cult of the Virgin Mary” (1976), “Joan of Arc: The Image of 
Female Heroism” (l982), “From the Beast to the Blonde” (1994). 
In l994 she gave the BBC Reith Lectures on the theme of Six 
Myths of Our Time. Her recent books include “Stranger Magic 
Charmed States” and “The Arabian Nights”. She also writes 
fiction: “The Lost Father” (l988). Warner is a Fellow of the British 
Academy and currently works as a Professor of Literature, 
Film, and Theatre Studies at the University of Essex.  Warner’s 
forthcoming books include: “The Symbol Gives Rise to Thought 
Writings on Art Violette Editions”, and “Fairy Tale: A Very Short 
Introduction” Oxford University Press, 2014.

About the book
The author is one of the distinguished cultural historians in 
the world on the subject of myth, fairytale and folk narrative 
and art. Her book tells the story of the Arabian Nights in 
Western Civilization from a thoroughly new and, until recently, 
little understood angle. Warner retells a number of the tales 
in her own words with a verve that brings them to life in 
contemporary idiom. Upon these retellings she constructs 
a nuanced view of the ways in which the benign magic and 
enchantment of the stories affected the reception and ideas of 
magic and enchantment in the West, even during the period 
of the Enlightenment – a period more naturally associated 
with reason and science. She is thoroughly versed in the 
complex history of the Nights corpus and constructs upon this 
foundation a new vision of the way the West has been in thrall 
to images and ideas from Arab, and more generally Eastern 
culture in the 18th through to the 20th century.



PUBLISHING AND 
TECHNOLOGY

National 
Council for 
Culture, 
Arts and 
Literature 
Kuwait

The Council deals with cultural affairs, arts and literature, 
founded in 1973 in Kuwait. One of the council’s mandates 
is working on the development of intellectual production 
and enrichment not only at the country’s level but 
throughout the Arab region. The council produced a range 
of all-time publications, periodicals and books, including 
the popular: World Series of Knowledge. The council also 
arranges several cultural activities annually such as: Qurain 
Festival, an annual bookFair, the culture Festival children, 
and music festival.



2012



UNESCO
United Nations 
Educational 
Scientific 
and Cultural 
Organization

About the Organization
Award has been granted to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization – 
UNESCO, for the key role it plays in preserving the global 
cultural heritage liberated of prejudice or discrimination, 
and embracing the inter-cultural communication 
among peoples since 1945 and its efforts to sustain and 
promote human welfare, not to mention its contribution 
to world peace and sustainable development of 
education, the sciences, culture, communication and 
information. And in specific the UNESCO efforts in the 
Arabia Plan; intended to increase the knowledge of Arab 
culture in the world and to encourage greater mutual 
understanding between Arab culture and the other 
cultures, by promoting dialogue and exchanges.”

Since its inception in 1945 until now, UNESCO has been 
able compile major achievements to its record in terms 
of heritage conservation and the definition of human arts 
and cultures, and contributing generously to the spread 
and dissemination of education. All of these tangible 
achievements touched in several countries around the 
world, benefiting all human race, go inline with the 
guiding principles of UNESCO’s work, which includes the 
protection of cultural diversity, preservation of cultural 
memory of man, and the right to education, knowledge 
and creativity. There is no doubt that these achievements 
are now gains of all peoples, without distinction of 
language, race or religion, as UNESCO worked to 
reinforce the rights of all humans to freedom of opinion 
and expression and the right to live a decent life.

CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR



Abdo 
Wazen

Lebanon

for his book “The Boy Who Saw the Color of 
Air” (Published by Dar al Arabiyya Lil Oloum 
Nashiroon).

The novel describes in a beautiful narrative language 
the life of people with special needs often neglected in 
youngsters literature. The topic promotes fundamental 
ethical values amongst young readers, and portrays 
“Strong Will” as a major human value for “Basem”, the 
novel’s main character to achieve his goals, especially 
that the author masterfully managed to construct it in a 
smooth read for the youngsters. Basem is a 13 year old 
boy, who is blind, he learns reading and opens up to the 
world with a strong will against the many obstacles he 
faces. 

About the Author
Abdo Caesar Wazen from Lebanon, was born in 1957 
in Dekwaneh - Beirut. He completed his secondary 
education at the “Institute of the Apostles” In Jonieh, 
and received his university degree from “University of St. 
Joseph”. He also had a course (University of Val de Marne) 
- Paris - Chritaa from 1980 to 1985. Wazen works in 
cultural journalism since 1979, and also as a literary critic. 
He received the “Cultural Journalism Award” from the 
“Dubai Press Club” in 2005, and has published research 
papers, several translations, and collections of poetry and 
novels, including: “life is off” 2009, and “Poets of the world” 
2010, and “Accounts of the Lebanese War” 2010.

CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE



FINE ARTS

Dr.Shaker 
Abdul 
Hamid
Egypt

For his book “Art and Eccentrics”
Published by National Authority of Egypt

“Art and Eccentrics” has been regarded as a thorough 

critical study of the eccentrics in arts and literature, 

with a combination of theories that tackles topic and 

its interaction with real life and the constructions of 

imagination.

About the Author
Shaker Abdul Hamid is currently Professor of 

“Psychology of Creativity” at the “Arts Academy” in 

Egypt, where he previously served as Vice President 

of the Academy from 2003 to 2005. He also served as 

Dean of the “Higher Institute of Art Criticism” at the “Arts 

Academy” in Egypt. He specializes in studies of artistic 

creativity. He taught at the University of Persian Gulf - 

Bahrain (Faculty of Graduate Studies, director of gifted 

students program). He has been awarded: “Shoman 

Prize for Young Arab Scientists in the Humanities,” which 

was granted by “Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation” 

of Jordan in 1990, he also received the “State Award for 

Excellence in Social Sciences” - Egypt 2003.



TRANSLATION

Abu Y’arub 
Al Marzouqi

Tunisia

For his book “A Prelude to Phenomenology 
and Phenomenological Philosophy” 
Published by Jadawel. Translated from of the 
work of Edmund Horsel in German.

The Scientific Committee considered the book 

a valuable addition to the Arab readers for its 

philosophical significance, not to mention the 

substantial effort put by the author to produce a work 

that is sincere to such a complicated original transcript.

About the Author
Abu Yarub Al Marzuqi holds a degree in philosophy 

from (Sorbonne) 1972, and PhD in Arabic and Greek 

philosophy 1991. Al Marzuqi is one of the senior Arab 

intellectuals, and has been named Philosopher of 

Tunisia.



THE YOUNG 
AUTHOR

Layla Al 
Obaidali

Tunisia

For her book “Al Fakh in Islam” (Humor in 
Islam) published by Dar al Saqi

The Award’s Scientific Committee’s decision came 

in recognition of the scientific analytical approach 

the author has followed in researching the topic of 

humor in the Arab Islamic heritage, with an in-depth 

examination of scripts and events. The book has been 

also seen a promotion of the true values of Islam which 

is founded on peaceful coexistence that steers clear 

from hatred and prejudice. The six Chapters in the book 

reveal thorough analysis and methodological citation 

of scripts with attention to variation of sources used by 

the Author. 

About the Author
Born in Tunisia 1975, she earned a professorship 

in the Arabic language and literature from Tunisia, 

and a certificate of depth in research from “College 

of Literature” in Manouba. She has several articles 

on women’s rights in Islam, mysticism, poverty, and 

globalization. She participated in a number of national 

and international forums and is currently working as a 

professor of ancient civilization (Higher Institute for the 

Humanities) in (Al-Manar University) in Tunisia.



Paju 
Bookcity

South Korea

About the Organization
“Best Technology in the Field of Culture” prize, has been 
awarded to the Korean Paju Bookcity. The book city was 
founded in 1989 with a vision to make use of information 
technology in order to advance cultural development. 

The vision of the Paju Bookcity came to life when the 
founders combined all the processes that are involved 
to produce a book ( planning, design, printing, logistics, 
and distribution) under one roof (in a confined area for 
easier access and commute). It is with that success and 
the international high standards of architecture coupled 
with the eco-friendly environment the Book City is 
operating under that the Scientific Committee decided 
their example is worthy of highlighting as a success story 
to other countries in the Arab Region.”

Paju Bookcity

BEST 
TECHNOLOGY
IN THE FIELD
OF CULTURE



Brill 
Publishing 
House

Netherlands

About the House
The House was named a winner for its rich history, 

strong international focus and promotion of Arab 

culture. Founded in 1683, over 500 books are published 

per year in both print and electronic format, the legacy 

publishing house caters for an extensive variety of 

topics focusing on the Humanities and Social Sciences, 

International Law and selected areas in the Sciences. 

The house has generous contribution in the publication 

and distribution of literary and cultural Arabic and 

Islamic manuscripts, by translating them into numerous 

European languages. And it is perhaps Brill’s unique 

collection of Arabic and Islamic original material and 

oriental manuscripts that has given it the advantage 

over the rest of nominees.

One of the leading publishing houses in the world, 

famous for being one of the publishers of humanitarian 

encyclopedias and reference works and atlases. It gave 

special attention to the books of Arab and Islamic 

heritage, and is known as a reference in this field. It is 

also one of the largest marketers of rare books on the 

Arab and Muslim world for more than three hundred 

years. Brill respects all rights of the book industry due to 

the complexity of translation work and copyright and 

the rights of property.

PUBLISHING 
AND 
DISTRIBUTION



2011



Xhong 
Jikun

Chinese Orientalist

Professor Jikun has implemented one of the finest 

models of cultural dialogue. The Award’s Advisory 

Council decision came in recognition of his generous 

contribution for more than fifty years in rooting the 

Arabic language in the Far East, by teaching, translating 

and researching our region’s culture and literature. His 

translations and writings preserve the essence of our 

literature across continents, only wrapped in a different 

language. 

Jikun is the author of the ‘History of Arabic Literature 

encyclopedia, which comprises 1140 pages in two 

volumes. He currently works in various capacities, 

among which are Professor of Arabic Language in 

the University of Peking, head of Chinese Society for 

Arabic Literature Studies, vice president of the Culture 

Committee at the China-Arab Friendship Association, 

member of the Chinese Writers Association, and 

honorary member of the Arab Writers Union. He has 

also translated major works of iconic Arab novelists 

including Jibran Khalil Jibran, Naguib Mahfouz, and 

Ih’san Abdul Quddus.

CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR



Abdul 
Raouf Sinno

Lebanon

for his book “Harb Lubnan  1975-1990” 
Arab Scientific Publishers, Inc. Lebanon.

The Award’s Advisory Council’s decision came in 

recognition of the value of the book as an accurate 

resource on the historical era of Lebanon from 1975 

through 1990, providing an in-depth scientific analysis 

of the socio-economic circumstances leading to the 

disintegration of the country’s structure, culture and 

economy.     

CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS



Mohammad 
Miftah

Morocco

for his book “Mafaheem Muwasa’a Li 
Nazaryah Shi’ryah” Center for Arab Culture. 
Lebanon

The Award’s Advisory Council’s decision came in 

recognition of the immense value of the author’s work, 

combining descriptive, analytical and exploratory 

methodologies in one scientific study of linguistics, 

music and psychology, in an attempt to establish a 

theory that links poetry to mysterious forces of the 

universe.

LITERATURE



Mohammad 
Ziyad 
Kibbeh
Syria

for his book “Al Tharwah wa Iqtisad Al 
Ma’rifah” King Saud University, Academic 
Publishing and Press. Saudi Arabia.

Translated from “Revolutionary Wealth” by Alvin and 

Heidi Toffler, Random House 2007. The translated 

reference offers solutions to critical contemporary 

quandaries which the winning translator has 

successfully communicated using excellent language 

while preserving the essence of the original script. 

TRANSLATION



Afaf 
Tabbalah

Egypt

for her book “Al Bayt Wal Nakhlah” Nahdet 
Misr, Publishing, Cairo.

The winning book was named a sophisticated diversion 

from the children’s literature “mainstream”. It explores 

the inner worlds of children, in a masterful story-telling 

style, leaving ample room for the young readers to view 

their surroundings in light of they read. 

CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE



2010



His Highness 
Dr. Sheikh 
Sultan bin 
Mohamed 
Al-Qasimi

Member of the Supreme Council of the 
United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Sharjah

The Award’s Higher Council decision came in 

recognition of His Highness’s generous contributions in 

promoting the Arabic culture and nourishing the Arabic 

Literature in the United Arab Emirates and the Gulf 

region as a whole. Throughout three decades, H.H. Dr. 

Sheikh Sultan has formulated the cultural scheme of the 

Emirate of Sharjah keeping in mind the fundamental 

role of culture in the development of the community, 

and ordered the establishment of several cultural 

institutions in view of fulfilling his vision. The massive 

cultural projects in the Emirate of Sharjah support 

conservation of cultural heritage and active interaction 

with other cultures, and focus on developing the 

inherited artistic and aesthetic sense of the people and 

promoting their talents and intellectual aptitudes and 

creativities. Moreover, His Highness has written several 

books in history, social sciences and humanities. 

CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR 



Ammar Ali 
Hasan

Egypt

For his book “The Political Establishment of 
Sufism in Egypt (by Dar Al- Ain Publishing, 
2009)

The Award’s Advisory Council’s recognition came as 

a result of the unique topic the book discusses and 

the research and analysis methodologies the author 

implemented to present his findings. The Council 

named the winning book “a remarkable addition” to the 

Sufism studies, and the larger knowledge base of the 

different Islamic movements and sects.   

About the Author
Dr. Ammar Ali Hasan holds a masters and a doctorate 

degree -with distinction- in Political Sciences. He 

worked in several academic and research capacities in 

the Emirates Center for Strategic studies and Research 

in Abu Dhabi and Center for Political and International 

Development Studies and is currently supervising a 

Pan-Arab research program the culture of national unity 

and the revive of heritage in the Arab World. Dr. Hasan 

also has a number of published books and his works 

have been recognized nationally and regionally.

CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS



YOUNG AUTHOR  

Dr. 
Mohammad
Al Mallakh
Morocco

For his book “Time in Arabic Language: its 
Linguistic Structure and Significance”
Arab Scientific Publishers, Inc.

The winning book provided a solid academic approach 

in tackling such an important linguistic study. The book 

followed a scientific methodology that combined the 

accuracy of Arabic terminology and concepts.

About the Author
Dr. Mohammad Al Mallakh holds a masters degree from 

Faculty of Literature and Humanities, and a diploma 

in Arabic Linguistic Studies from the University of 

Mohammad the fifth in Rabat, Morroco. He also has 

numerous published studies and white papers in 

specialized journals and magazines. 



TRANSLATION

Dr. Albert 
Habib 
Mutlaq
Lebanon
 
For his book “The Animal Encyclopedia” 
(by Lebanon Bookshop, Beirut 2009)

The Advisory Council’s decision was due to the 

scientific and educational value of the encyclopedia. 

“The winner used a professional yet a simple style of 

writing that makes the Encyclopedia a valuable, easy 

and joyful resource to Arab readers of all ages.” Al Oraimi 

elaborated. “Dr. Mutlaq employed accurate scientific 

terminologies in an accessible and understandable 

structure that resulted in a well-crafted reference to last 

for decades” he continued.

About the Author
Dr. Albert Mutlaq started his academic career as a 

professor in the American University of Beirut for a 

period of six years, after which he moved to North 

America and worked in several renowned universities 

including Georgetown University in Washington, USA 

and in University of Toronto, Canada. During his tenure 

in Academia, Dr. Mutlaq supervised several masters and 

doctorate dissertations and participated in numerous 

conferences and seminars in literature and translation. 

Dr. Mutlaq has several published books and articles 

in his name, including “Language Development in 

Andalusia”, and “Dictionary of Fishery Terminology in the 

Lebanese Coast: A Historical Linguistics Study”.



FINE ARTS

Dr. Iyad Al 
Husseini

Iraq 

For his book “the Art of Design”
Published by Sharjah’s Department of Cul-
ture and Information, 2009

The winning book masterfully weaved art with 

everyday life, adding an aesthetic touch to human 

needs on all levels. The winner’s analysis of the art 

production process definitely lays the base to a unique 

philosophical view of fine arts.

About the Author
Dr. Iyad Al Husseini is an Iraqi Academic who combined 

his passion for art and design with a strong educational 

background in the field. Dr. Al Husseini has masters 

and doctorate degrees in Design and the Philosophy 

of Design from the Faculty of Fine Arts at the Baghdad 

University. He has been recognized by numerous 

local and regional art associations and foundations 

in addition to the UNESCO. Dr. Al Husseini has a lot of 

published books in his name in addition to numerous 

research papers and articles in many specialized 

journals, newspapers and websites.  



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 

Qais 
Sedki

United Arab Emirates

For his book “Gold Ring”  
(Pageflip Publishing, 2009)

The winning book provides an excellent introduction 

for children to Falconry as a well-known sport in the 

Gulf region since early generations. The book smartly 

employs this interesting topic to stress the deeply-

rooted Arab Culture and heritage; The Arab virtues of 

family values, hospitality, respect for others and pride in 

traditions. The winner presented his story in the form of 

a comic book in cooperation with renowned Japanese 

Manga Artists, the manga team of Akira Himekawa who 

has been producing manga adaptations of the “Astro 

Boy” video games in addition to many other TV and 

video game productions.

About the Author
Qais Sedki is a children’s literature enthusiast and a 

manga art fanatic. In addition to his works in writing 

graphic novels for children he is also a professional 

publisher of his own work through Pageflip Publishing, 

an independent Dubai-based publishing house which 

he founded and manages, that focuses on producing 

original content classical Arabic graphic novels in 

traditional Japanese Manga format. Sedki holds a 

masters degree in business administration from the 

American University of Sharjah.



Nahdet Misr 
Publishing 
and 
Distribution 
House
Egypt

About the House
The Award’s Advisory Council’s recognition came 
due to the efforts of “Nahdet Misr” in promoting the 
Arab culture that extends over more than six decades 
in printing, publishing and distribution. The veteran 
House’s portfolio includes a variety of topics and genres, 
counting general knowledge and literary fiction, 
children’s books, books for children with special needs, 
and educational textbooks. “Nahdet Misr” is also the 
exclusive agent of Cambridge University Press and 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online School Edition.
Nahdet Misr is an Egyptian self-sufficient publishing, 
printing and multimedia organization. Founded 
in 1938, it has been a leader in educational and 
children’s publishing for over 65 years. It is also active 
in producing fiction and non-fiction books for adults, 
providing cultural richness to all levels of society, raising 
awareness and knowledge & developing creativity 
and thinking of every individual.  Over the past years 
the company published thousands of cultural and 
educations books for old and young. The company’s 
main interests include children’s publications.  Since 
its establishment, Nahdet Misr has dealt with the most 
prominent children’s literature authors in Egypt and 
the Arab world. Nahdet Misr distributes its publications 
to over 3,000 retail bookstores in the country and also 
through various companies.

BEST 
TECHNOLOGY
IN THE FIELD
OF CULTURE



2009



Professor 
Pedro 
Martinez 
Montavez
The Prize is a tribute to his leading role in 
building bridges between Arab and Spanish 
cultures and his continuing efforts in 
opening dialogue amid both cultures.

Professor Pedro Martinez Montavez is one of the most 

prestigious modern Spanish Arabists of our time. He 

was born in Spain in 1933. He started in academia as a 

university professor in Seville and Autonomous Madrid 

Universities, supervising lot of works and research 

exercises in his field, and is currently a professor 

in Semitic philology at the University of Madrid. 

Throughout his career, Professor Montavez headed 

several societies and centers including the Spanish 

Society for Arabic Studies, the Cultural Hispanic Center 

and the Spanish section in the Faculty of Languages in 

Ayn Shams/ Cairo. He holds three Honorary PhDs and 

has been awarded and honored for his achievements 

and works from numerous prestigious entities.

About the Author
Professor Montavez is known as scholar, translator and 

author. His portfolio includes more than 20 books in the 

field of Arabic literature, the History of Andalusia, Arabic 

Language and translation. He translated the works of 

many legendary Arabic poets including Nizar Qabbani, 

Mahmoud Darwish, Adonis and Kahlil Gibran and 

worked on many research papers discussing the status 

of modern Arabia.

CULTURAL
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR



Dr. Baqer 
Salman Al 
Najjar
 Bahrain

For his book “The Strenuous Democracy in 
the Arabian Gulf”
Published by Dar Al Saqi

The book is a sum of thorough research conducted 

by the writer assessing the Arabian Gulf situation. 

The writer’s distinguished ability in analyzing and 

forecasting the sociological impact of societal groups 

within the region is manifested in the book. 

The award’s council said that the work “Is based on a 

rigorous research and a comprehensive assessment that 

reveals a deep insight to the democratic societies in the 

Gulf region. The author also analyses archaic relations 

within states and explains the rationale of having new 

emerging groups at the expense of a long-standing 

independent commercial groups.” 

About the Author 
Dr. Baqer Al Najjar is a Professor of Sociology at the 

University of Bahrain since 1984, he is one of the most 

prominent Arab authors in Sociology; some of his books 

are; Voluntary social work in the Arabian Gulf, 1988, 

labor productivity in the industrial sector in Bahrain, 

1993, Sociology of the Arab community in the Gulf, 

women and the Modernization 2000, and religious 

movements in the Arabian Gulf, 2007.

CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS



Jamal Al 
Ghitani
(1945 - 2015)

Egypt 

For his Novel entitled “Ren“
Published by Dar Al Showong,2008

The book is the 6th volume of Dafater Al- Tadween, 

and encompasses the spiritual journey of the writer 

paralleled with an actual travel he assumes from the 

Pyramid Plateau to the Southern parts of Egypt. 

The advisory council decided that Jamal Al Ghitani’s 

work manifests the intersection of the spiritual and 

carnal, the artistic and intellectual, exceeding the 

boundaries of time and history.

About the Author 
Jamal Al Ghitani was born in Juhaina village, Egypt, 1945 

and has graduated from Arts School in 1962 where 

he studied carpet designing. He was arrested in 1966 

among other writers for political reasons. Started his 

work for Akhbar Al Youm publishing house in 1969 and 

was war correspondent between 1969 and 1974. He 

became the Editor-in-Chief of Akhbar Al Adab in 1992 

until now. Many of his works were translated into French, 

Swedish, English, Dutch, German, and Italian, and were 

studied by many Arab and foreign prominent scholars. 

Jamal Ghitani received many awards during his career, to 

name a few; State Merit Novel Award, Knight of French 

Legion of Honour, Arab-French Friendship Awards for his 

novel Risalat Al Basa’er Fi Al Masa’er. 

LITERATURE



Dr. Youcef 
Oghlici

Algeria

For his Book: “The intricacy of terminology in 
the new Arab discourse.” Published by Arab 
Scientific Publishers, Inc.

The writer dwells in the field of translation/

interpretation and how terminology plays a distinct role 

to transfer knowledge and culture from one language 

to another. Moreover, the writer draws differences 

of several theories in terminology and brings to the 

readers necessary tools that can be used by academics 

and researches. 

The book deserved the prize because “It’s an addition 

to the field of Arabic literary discourse; it provides 

clarification to the critical use of terminology and 

its impact between cultures. The author presents 

theories and applications and examines the diversity of 

terminology in the Arabic language”.

About the Author 
Dr. Yousef Waglesi holds a Ph.D. from the University 

of Oran with a collective of numerous books and 

published articles namely; literary criticism and 

capillaries 2005 and (2006), Poetic and thematic analysis 

(2007) letter of poetic literary criticism (2007).

THE YOUNG 
AUTHOR



Dr. Sa’ad 
Abdulaziz 
Maslouh
Egypt

For his book: “Translation theory: 
contemporary trends” published by Arab 
Organization for Translation

The book is a translation of Edwin Gentzler’s 

“Contemporary Translation Theories” in which 

examines how translation has exploded with multiple 

new theories; exploring five new approaches - the 

translation workshop, the science of translation, 

translation studies, polysystem theory, and 

deconstruction.

The book won for the interpreter’s ability of 

transcending from a simple “transfer” of knowledge and 

technology to a broader framework that encompass 

science, culture and novelty. This valuable work 

adds a new prospect in translation/interpretation by 

investigating the correlation between comparative 

literature and linguistics; an approach that has been 

studied in the western academic world three decades 

ago whilst lacked attention in the Arabic universities. 

The book provides the reader with insight into the 

nature of translation, language and communication 

across cultures. The book was highly commended by 

the selection committee.

About the Author 
Dr. Saad Abdulaziz Maslouh is a professor of linguistics 

at the Faculty of Arts / Kuwait, He translated many 

works during his life, including “ The Encyclopedia of 

the Social Sciences” in 1994 and “Introduction to speech 

“ in 2002 and “Modern Arabic poetry: the influence of 

Western literature in1800-1970” published 2003 .

TRANSLATION



Dr. Maher 
Rady
Egypt

For his book: “Thought of light” Published 
by The Ministry of Culture, The National Film 
Organization, Damascus, 2008

The book explains the complexity of the use of light in 
motion pictures and explores the many formats it was used 
by the artists. A diverse range of examples is used from 
actual scene pictures and sketches of several prize winning 
works, which the artist was leading. The Book is considered 
a breakthrough in arts because “the text addresses a subject 
of utmost importance and serves as a significant element in 
the area of cinematography. It offers a unique and distinct 
value to both the camera and elements of the scene. The 
artist/writer, through use of light, went far beyond basic 
exposure, however, into the essence of visual storytelling 
contributing considerably to the emotional response of the 
audience watching motion pictures. The artist highlights 
how control of light quality, colour, direction and intensity 
is a major factor in the art and science of cinematography. 
The work presents a new scientific, technical and aesthetic 
view world of motion pictures.”

About the Author 
Dr Maher Rady received several film awards, including best 
film of the Alexandria Film Festival for his film “Dantella” in 
1997 and the Cinematography Award for best film for his 
work in “honour” 2001 and the first prize in photography 
contest conducted by the Ministry of Culture and finally 
the eighth national festival of Egyptian cinema for the film 
“Memoirs of a Teenager” in 2002.

FINE ARTS



Dar Al 
Masriah Al 
Lubnaniah
Egypt-Lebanon

About the House
-Founded in 1985 

-Its founder, Mohammed Rashad, is former secretary-

general of the Arab Publishers Union, Vice President of 

the Federation of Publishers and a former member of 

the Egyptian Supreme Council of Culture in Egypt

-Other branches : the Arab Book House 1988 “Eastern 

papers” in Beirut 1993

-The number of its staff is 120

-Publishes in all fields of culture and knowledge: 

scientific, literary and academic, religious and children 

-Total number of titles is above one thousand five 

hundred in addition to 600 titles from dar Al Arabiiya 

Lil Kitab

-Collaborates with the most prominent authors and 

painters such as; jabber Asfour, hamed Ammar, Salah 

Fadl, Mustafa Shakaa, Mustafa Sweif, Zahi hawas and 

Mohammad Salmawi

-Gained many prize in recognition of their work such as 

Suzan Mubarak prize; for several consecutive years.

PUBLISHING 
AND 
DISTRIBUTION 
HOUSE



2008



LITERATURE

Ibrahim 
Al Kouni 

Libya

For his Book “Call of What was far” published 
by Arab Institute for Research and Publishing

It introduces a humanitarian vision that shows the 
relationship of Arabs with Turkish and European 
invaders in the Modern era. The author states that 
this novel depends on historical facts. It is a historical 
journey in Libya and the desert. Al-Kawni  succeeded 
in investing his personal experience, historical, 
geographical and philosophical knowledge to launch 
a creative friendly dialogue with the vast world of the 
desert. This novel is considered a qualitative asset to the 
Arab novel and a creative contribution that enriches the 
Arab literature and the Arab culture in general.

About the Author
Born in 1948 in the Fezzan Region, Ibrahim al-Koni 
was brought up on the tradition of the Tuareg, 
popularly known as “the veiled men” or “the blue men.” 
Mythological elements, spiritual quest and existential 
questions mingle in the writings of al-Koni who has 
been hailed as magical realist, Sufi fabulist and poetic 
novelist. He spent his childhood in the desert and 
learned to read and write Arabic when he was twelve. 
Al-Koni studied comparative literature at the Maxim 
Gorky Literature Institute in Moscow and then worked 
as a journalist in Moscow and Warsaw.
Al-Koni had published more than 80 books and 
received numerous awards. All written in Arabic, his 
books have been translated into 35 languages. His 
novel Gold Dust appeared in English in 2008. (source: 
Wikipedia).



Mohammed 
Sa’di

Morocco

The Future of International relations, from 
civilizations conflict to humanitarian civiliza-
tion and peace Culture. Published by Centre 
for Arab Unity Studies

The book draws the attention to the importance of 
culture in international relations: through discussing 
theories and thesese that govern international relations 
during the period after the Cold War, such as Fukuyama’s 
theory on “The End of History”, Robert Kaplan’s “The 
Coming Chaos”, and Samuel Huntington on “Clash of 
Civilizations”. The author tries to focus on the theory of 
clash of civilizations as it is accepted by America, at least, 
to interpret the channel and nature of international 
relations in the period after the Cold War.The author 
analyses the theory as a philosophical text. He concludes 
that the thesis is not suitable for interpreting the channel 
of international relations, but it is more of an ideological 
justification for clash policies. Finally, the author looks for 
the factors that will bring back the humanitarian aspect 
to civilization. He considers the culture of peace as the 
basis for international relations; not a clash as Huntington 
presents.

About the Author
Professor of Political Sciences, Human Rights and 
International Law; Mohammed 1st University, Morocco. 
Holds Phd in Modern Dynamics of International 
Relations. He is a UNESCO for peace culture member and 
a member of International Amnesty, Morocco Branch. 
Also, he worked in International Relations Directorate – 
Human Rights Ministry.

YOUNG AUTHOR



Dr. Fayiz 
Suyyagh

Jordan

Sociology Published by Arab Organization 
for Translation

In the academic circles, “Sociology” is considered the 
prime authoritative reference for studies in the various 
disciplines of social sciences. The Arabic version of 
“Sociology”, to which the translator wrote an extensive 
critical introduction (Anthony Giddens wrote a special 
preface) consists of twenty two chapters covering a 
multitude of pivotal themes in studying pre-modern, 
modern and contemporary societies, irrespective of 
their cultural variation, geographical disparity, extent of 
development, growth, resources and capabilities. The 
book surveys and discusses the theoretical, practical 
and empirical aspects of such important themes as: 
the nature and dimensions of Sociology as a discipline, 
culture and society, and many other topics in the same 
field.

About the Author
Dr. Suyyagh has a Ph.D. in Economic Sociology, 
University of Toronto (U of T), Canada; M. A. in Industrial 
Sociology, U of T, Canada), B. A. in Sociology, American 
University of Beirut (AUB), Lebanon; Diploma in English 
and Arabic Literature, AUB. He works with the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP) 2001 to-date 
and has worked with the Social and Economic Impact 
Assessment of a series of World Bank-supported 
development projects in Jordan.

TRANSLATION



Rifat 
Al-Chaderji

Republic of Iraq

Dialectics and Causality of Architecture
Published by Centre for Arab Unity Studies 

This book is the product of a rare innovative architect. 
It presents concepts of the educated architect who 
masters the structural philosophy of Architecture, 
modern art and beyond modern art. The book covers 
concepts from the Renaissance, globalization, absurdity, 
Western centralization, and differentiates between 
globalization and internationalism. The language is 
clear and of high standard. The author used special 
jargon for philosophical and professional expressions 
and succeeded in translating the foreign idioms and 
expressions.The author of the book is an educated 
architect who published many books on the philosophy 
of Architecture 20 years ago. This book is a collection of 
articles and studies on architecture. Despite the facts 
that were written during more than ten years, they 
express a solid and coherent project.

About the Author
Architect and writer. Designer and director of many 
architectural, industrial projects, Furniture, garden lay 
out and design, internal decoration.
He gave lectures at Harvard University and MIT on 
Art philosophy in Architecture Department. Taught 
philosophy, biology, anthropology and sociology and 
has numerous publications. 

FINE ARTS



Huda 
Al-Shawwa 
Qadoumi 
State Of Kuwait

The Journey of Birds To Qaf Mountain
Published by Dar Al Saqi

When all the birds of the world assemble and decide 
that they are in need of a king, the wise hoopoe bird 
steps forward and offers to lead them to a mighty 
monarch who lives in a marvelous mountain across 
seven valleys. The birds are initially excited at such an 
encounter, but upon realizing how long the journey 
will take, how uncertain the path, and how distant the 
destination, they begin, one by one, to make excuses 
for not going on the journey. 
Encouraged by the hoopoe, only thirty birds have the 
courage to set out on a quest to reach Mount Qaf, 
where the Simurgh, the king of all birds, dwells. When 
they finally get there, the king they had hoped for may 
not be what they had expected. The Birds’ Journey 
to Qaf is based on “The Conference of the Birds”, the 
masterful Sufi poem by the twelfth-century Persian 
poet Farid ud din Attar. The accompanying illustrations, 
by Vanessa Hodgkinson, are painted on ceramic tiles 
echoing a medium that was typically used in medieval 
Persia and the Middle East.

About the Author
Huda Al-Shawwa Qadoumi has a BA in Economics & 
Political Science from The American University in Cairo. 
In 2002, she received her MA in Teaching English as a 
Second Language (TESL), College of New Jersey – U.S.A.

CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE



PUBLISHING 
AND 
DISTRIBUTION

Emirates 
Centre for 
Scientific 
Research 
and Studies 
United Arab Emirates

For its excellent qualitative and quantitative published 
titles, original and translated books and for its attraction 
of a great number of authors, and researchers and 
applying the intellectual property rights. Moreover, it 
has a variety of publications in social sciences, and cares 
for the book industry, production and is committed to 
the publishing mission to serve culture and knowledge 
and through its efficiency in distribution. 
The Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research 
(ECSSR) was established on March 14, 1994 in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE) to facilitate academic 
research and studies on key political and socio-
economic issues affecting the UAE, the Arabian Gulf 
region and the Arab World, as well as other important 
developments worldwide. The Center promotes 
interaction with experts through publishing books 
and research papers and organizing conferences and 
symposia.



2007



CULTURAL 
PERSONALITY 
OF THE YEAR  

Denys John-
son- Davies  

United Kingdom

Dr.  Denys Johnson-Davies one of the world’s most 
eminent translators of Arabic into English and was 
awarded the Sheikh Zayed Book Award for Cultural 
Personality of the Year for his services to Arabic 
literature.
With his outstanding translations, Dr. Davies introduced 
the Arabic literary masterpieces to the academic and 
scholarly circles in the West. He published more than 
40 English books for children inspired by many literary 
classics including Kaleela wa Dimna, Saif Bin Thee 
Yazan, Arabian Nights in order to familiarise the children 
across the world with the Arabic literary heritage, which 
reflects the creativity, liveliness and cultural tolerance 
among nations.
Born in Canada in 1922, Dr. Davis’ childhood was spent 
in Egypt, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya and England. He 
studied at the School of Oriental and African Studies in 
London and at Cambridge University. Early in his career, 
he worked for the BBC’s Arabic Service and taught at 
Cairo University. At that time, he got acquainted with 
prominent literary figures such as Tawfiq Al Hakeem, 
Yousif Edris and Yehya Haqqi.
Dr. Davies translated more than 28 Arabic literary works 
ranging from short stories through plays to novels and 
poetry authored by many Arab geniuses including 
Tawfiq Al Hakeem, Nobel winner Najeeb Mahfouz, 
Mahmoud Taimour, Zakaria Tamer, Al Tayeb Al Saleh, 
Salwa Bakr, Yehya Al Taher Abdullah, Mohamed Al Bisati, 
Buthaina Al Nasseri and others



CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONS  

Dr. Bashir  
Mohamed 
Al-Khadra  
Jordan

for his book “The Prophetic - Caliphate 
Pattern in the Arab Political Leadership and 
democracy”. Published by Centre for Arab 
Unity Studies

Dr. Bashir Mohamed Al-Khadra, who holds Jordanian 
nationality, was recognized with the 2007 Sheikh Zayed 
Book Award for Best Contribution to the Development 
of the Country for his work discussing the importance 
of leadership embracing both the Arab world’s 
intellectual heritage and contemporary thought to 

overcome the challenges of developing a modern state.

About the Author
Born in Palestine in 1939, Al-Khadra has been a Professor 

of Public Administration at the University of Jordan for 

more than 20 years and is President of both the Applied 

Sciences University in Jordan and Al Bayan University 

in Abu Dhabi. Al-Khadra has published five books and 

is Consultant for the United Nations Development 

Programme in Jordan and Palestine.



LITERATURE

Dr. Wacini 
Laredj 

Algeria

Novel “The Prince and the Passage of the Iron 
Doors”. Published by Dar Al Adab

Wacini Laredj won the Sheikh Zayed Book Award for 
Literature for his novel The Prince and the Passage of 
the Iron Doors, which addresses Ameer Abdul Qader’s 
struggle against the French occupation troops of 
Algeria during the 19th century. An exceptional work of 
narrative imagination, the novel emphasises the values 
of tolerance and fraternity.

About the Author
Born in the village of Sedi Bojnan in 1954, Laredj holds 
a PhD in Literature and is a university professor and 
a novelist. He is a member of the Union of Algerian 
Writers and has also worked as presenter of the TV 
programme ‘Ahl Alketab’ (The People of the Book). 
Laredj has published a range of books and studies and 
his work has been translated into German, French, 
English, Italian and Spanish. 



YOUNG AUTHOR  

Dr. 
Mahmoud 
Zein Al-Abe-
deen  
Syria

for his book “Architecture Of The Ottoman 
Mosques”. Published by Dar Qabes

Mahmoud Zein Al-Abedeen, who is 38 years old, won 
the 2007 Sheikh Zayed Book Award for Young Author 
for his book Architecture of Ottoman Mosques which 
highlights the outstanding craftsmanship of Ottoman 
architecture and how the mosques built during this 
period successfully integrated Islamic designs from 
Syria, Egypt and other Islamic nations.

About the Author
Al-Abedeen is a member of the Order of Syrian 
Architects and Engineers and received the Al-Basel 
Award for Intellectual Authorship in 2006.



TRANSLATION 

Dr. Georges 
Zinaty  

Lebanon

for his book Althat a’inha Ka’khr, Translated 
From french by the philosopher Paul Ricoeur
Published by Arab Organization for 
Translation

Dr. Georges Zinaty was recognized with the 2007 

Sheikh Zayed Book Award for Translation for his Arabic 

translation of the work of the French philosopher 

Paul Ricœur who is best known for combining 

phenomenological description with hermeneutic 

interpretation.

About the Author
Zinaty, who was born in Palestine and is a Lebanese 

national, has published several philosophical works 

in both Arabic and French and translated and written 

Arabic prefaces to the work of Rene Descartes. Zinaty 

has a PhD in Literature from the University of Paris 

and lectured at the Lebanese University in both the 

Education and Literature faculties for nearly 20 years.



FINE ARTS

Dr. Tharwat 
Ukhasha
(1921 - 2012)

Egypt

for his book “The Indian Art”
Published by Dar Al Shorooq

(1921- 2012) Ukasha joined the Department of Public 
Administration of the Military Academy. After studying 
journalism at Cairo University, Ukasha became editor-in-
chief of Al-Tahrir magazine, and then earned his PhD in 
Literature at the Sorbonne University, Paris.
He has also served as Vice President of the International 
Committee to Rescue Venice and Cultural Advisor for 
the President of Egypt. 
Ukasha has held numerous prestigious positions at 
several cultural organisations including the Royal British 
Academy and the Egyptian-French Friendship Society. 
He served as a member of the Executive Council of 
UNESCO from 1962 until 1970, and worked as a visiting 
professor at College de France, Paris. 
In 1995, he was awarded an Honourable Doctorate in 
Human Sciences from the American University in Cairo. 
He has received several awards and medals for his work 
including: 
• State Appreciation Award of Arts (1988)
• The Sultan Bin Ali Al-Aweis Award for Cultural and 
Scientific Achievement in appreciation of his efforts 
in the domain of culture, and for his prominent role 
among the Arab Scholars and Writers (2004)



CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE  

Dr.
Mohammed
Ali Ahmad  
Egypt

For his book “A Journey On Paper” 
Published by Dar Al Arabiya Lil Kitab

Dr. Mohammed Ali Ahmed won the 2007 Sheikh Zayed 
Book Award for Children’s Literature for his book A 
Journey on Paper, which uses a mixture of images and 
text to develop children’s understanding of the world 
around them.

About the Author
Ali Ahmed, from Egypt, who has a PhD in Agricultural 
Sciences from Gottingen University in Germany, is a 
Professor of Plant Pathology.


