Osama
meanin

Saeed Saead

A deftly structured psycholol
ical novel has won the Sheilf
Zayed Book Award's liter
ture category. Osama Alay
scooped the prestigious gor
for his latest work The Fools
Bethlehem.

The Palestinian is inthe ca
ital to receive his Dh750,
cash prize in a ceremony to
held at the Abu Dhabi Natio:
al Exhibition Centre tomp,
at the Abu Dhabi Internation
Book Fair.

“A lot of peaple have asked
would I change now that I wi
this award,” says Alaysa.

“Idon’t think so, as this is
15th novel and so far 1am enj
ing the process. But I am aw.
now that 1 am under a bigg:
spotlight as a result and maoy
people are reading myworks,
Iwill be paying more attenti
to that important relationshil
have with my readers.”

The Fools of Bethlehem sta)
out for its narrative style, wh
blends vignettes and repo:
age with a hefty dose of ma
ical realism. Alaysa says t
novel's structure was devisi
as a means to keep the sto;
interesting.

“My rule of writing is that
matter how many books Iwri
1 should not repeat myself,”
says. “So I really wanted to t
new techniques in this wol
and introduce new concep
and ways to explain things.”

Osama Alaysa
won the Sheikh
Zayed Book
Award for
literature.
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One of the key ideas Alaysa ex-
plores in the novel is widening
the conceptof “madness”.

“It's notjust about lewho
msqﬁ‘eringﬁumamiﬂnn r
he says. “But also a sickness
when it comes to intellectual
thought.”

Alaysa is scathing in his view
of the present state of Pales-
tinian literature. “It used to be
much better, but everythin
went down after the [1993 Pal-
estinian-Israeli] Oslo Accords,”
he says.

“Before that, and due to the
issue of Palestine being so cen-
tral in the region, we had great
writers, such as the late great
Mahmoud Darwish, who spoke
with passion. After Oslo, I feel a
newgeneration has arrived who
don't write with the same pas-
sion and skill. Politics replaced
culture and, as a result, the writ-
ing has diminished.”

Ironically, despite the new-
found expectations that come
with winning the Sheikh Zayed
Book Award, Alaysa says he has
pastg:::ed the release of his
next book.

“I'have been working on itand
it's nearly done, but the award
has given me a bigger responsi-
bility to make sure the book is
of a high standard,” he says. “I
will revise it again and putit out
once [am satisfied.”
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